
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held on Monday 13th June 2011 at 7.30pm in Chorley Village Hall.

Present:  Cllrs R Griffiths (Chairman), B Hamilton-Russell, D Newsham, H Barratt, A Parsons, D Walsh, M Shineton (who arrived late).

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 0

00.
Parishioner’s time:

No parishioners present.

01.
Apologies:

Cllrs Abbiss (away), J Davies (away) and Cllr Shineton (will arrive late due to previous meeting), S Cllr G Butler (previous meeting). It was RESOLVED to accept apologies.

02.
Declaration of interests:

Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest in item 8b Parish Watch – co-ordinator.

03.
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on Monday 16th May 2011.
Cllr Abbiss had emailed to ask if her name could be removed from the minutes that are published on the website under item 11. Cllr Newsham asked if her name could also be removed for this item. It was RESOLVED that in future names will not be included under ‘Parish problems’ reported and these names will be removed before being transferred to the website.

Cllr Parsons queried item 3 naming her as ‘Lead Officer’ for the Parish Plan. Due to circumstances at present she is unable to be lead and it was RESOLVED that Cllr Griffiths will be the ‘lead officer’ with assistance from Cllr Parsons.
With these amendments it was RESOLVED that the minutes be signed by the Chairman.

04.
Matters arising from the minutes:

a) Clerk’s report:

Road repairs/closures:

The Chorley road has been completed at both junctions and positive comments have been received.

Northwood Lane and Bagginswood/Six Ashes roads have also been closed. It appears that some of the work has been completed along the Bagginswood but the section where the road has sunk between Harris’ corner and Shutley has not been repaired.

Graham Downes rang last Friday to see if the PC were happy with the work carried out. Graham would like to know a.s.a.p. which roads the PC would like work carried out on first. He has a budget to spend in the Parish and will try to do as much work as possible, although not able to carry out all work required. This is an agenda item and will be dealt with later.

Street name signs:

Clerk emailed Pattingham PC but their sign is made of wood. Clerk will try to speak to other PC’s regarding their signs a.s.a.p.

Training:

We need to push ahead with training as we will fail Quality Council reaccreditation without this in place. Clerk asked if anyone had a need for a specific subject please let her know and she will try to arrange for a trainer to come out to or share with another PC.

05.
Casual Vacancy:

Cllr had received confirmation that the PC can co-opt as soon as is practicable. As there had been no interest an item will be inserted in the newsletter due out at the end of the month.

06.
Planning applications:

a) Change of Use of land and barn to include additional usage by local trekking centre – Heath Farm, Bagginswood. App.  No11/01967/COU.
Several Councillors had visited the site.

Cllr Newsham expressed concern as when permission was originally granted for this barn details of the ‘need’ for the building were quite specific stating for agricultural use. 

Cllr Newsham also queried what the difference was between this application and a previous application for change of use for an agricultural building to another business use – Clerk explained that this had been picked up by the Enforcement Officer.

A very full discussion was held regarding this application and it was PROPOSED by Cllr Parsons that this application be supported, this was seconded by Cllr. Walsh.  Cllr Newsham objected to the approval of these plans and wished this to be recorded.

It was RESOLVED that the plans be approved with a condition that ‘HORSE’ signs are erected as a condition as part of the planning consent, if approved.

b) Planning approvals/refusals:

Permission granted for the link at Litley Oak, Chorley.

Cllr Shineton arrived at the meeting – 8pm.

It was queried whether the shed at The Manor had been painted as per the planning permission. It is understood that this was all as per permission granted.

07.
Correspondence:

Clerk explained that, after discussions with the Chairman, in future emails forwarded to Cllrs will only be printed off if a reply is required or if a Councillor requests a discussion on any in particular. All ‘hard copy’ correspondence will be taken to the meeting.  It is hoped that this will reduce time spent on this item at the meetings. It was AGREED that this be tried.

Friends of Shropshire Hills AONB - noted receipt.
Severn Centre –‘What’s on in June’ – noted receipt.
Emails:

17/5
Rural Services Network (RSN) newsletter

18/5
Planning permission granted for Litley Oak, Chorley

19/5
Public Services Efficiency News

19/5
SC – Note for partners – new structure

20/5
SC – Northwood Lane road closure

20/5
SC – Weekly planning list

23/5
Agenda – Lower Severn flood forum – Cllr Hamilton-Russell sent apologies for this meeting but is pleased that this ‘forum’ is working as the repairs at Winterdyne have been carried out following this been raised through this forum.
23/5
DIS759 – Community in action

23/5
ALC – points from external auditors – noted receipt.
24/5
RSN newsletter

24/5
ALC – Charter – it was agreed that this new charter should be just ‘2 sides’. Waiting date of meetings.
24/5
ALC – Planning enforcement training – notes received as due to a misunderstanding between ALC and Cllr Abbiss the delegates were told that this meeting had been cancelled.
24/5
ALC – Highways & New Design guidelines for development member briefing

24/5
Shropshire CIL examination

25/5
Electoral Roll updates

26/5
Sustainable Gov newsletter

26/5
Localism booking form – Madge, Rosemary, Hazel and Clerk booked on.

26/5
Insurance confirmation

27/5
ALC Cemetery Management training

27/5
SC – acknowledgment of complain re: College bus – Chased for reply and received a reply today stating that Mr Radnor from R & B Travel has acknowledged the problems raised in the email Clerk sent to SC. Clerk thanked Cllr Newsham for providing the details and will also forward to reply to Cllr Newsham.

Chairman pointed out that R & B Travel failed to turn up on time to transport the children from Stottesdon School for swimming at Highley. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk ask if the school have lodged a complaint to SC and if not then the clerk should do so.

It was also queried how long the contract has to run with R & B Travel and Cllr Shineton will be asked about this.

27/5
Wkly planning list

1/6
ALC/NALC future challenges and opportunities

2/6
Sustainable Gov newsletter

3/6
Flood forum presentation

3/6
Wkly planning list

3/6
CIL Shropshire Draft Charging Schedule –LDF Implementation and Development contributions SPD

6/6
Flood forum notes

6/6
ALC – CLG Neighbourhood Planning front runners scheme

6/6
ALC – DIS760 – CLG slated over cost of axing audit commission

6/6
Localism in Chester event 17th June – no interest as attending seminar at Shrewsbury
7/6
RSN newsletter

9/6
Sustainable Gov newsletter

9/6
Steve Shaw – proposals to help parish and town councils

10/6
Highways briefing presentation notes

10/6
Wkly planning list

Sc – Letter confirming Casual Vacancy co-option – dealt with earlier
SC – copy letter sent to residents at Chorley re: road closure. Clerk confirmed that work has now been completed.
SLCC – New publications available – The Parish Councillor’s Guide - £12.75





        The Councillor, 13th edition - £13.50





        Essentials of Employment Law - £28.80





        500 tips for Communicating with the Public - £12.00

08.
Parish matters/problems:
a) Parish problems:

No matters raised.

b) Parish Watch:

Cllr Hamilton-Russell reported that an incident involving a man taking photographs of the Old Vicarage Activity Centre from the Church had been reported to the Police.

Cllr Barratt reported that her barn had been burgled around the 28th May.

Clerk pointed out that a break in had also occurred at Lower Chorley Farm equestrian centre at the end of May.

Padlocks on gates had been cut in Chorley but fastened up again so there was no evidence that they had been cut.

Clerk had received an email pointing out that a survey is to be carried out by police and it was suggested that this is put in the newsletter and emailed out to contacts so that people know that it is genuine.

c) Lengthsman Scheme:

Clerk asked if anyone was aware of any problems which needed to be dealt with under this scheme.
Harcourt/Litley road – dead branch hanging from oak tree on the verge.

Hedges growing over the 30mph signs.

Village Hall bench – overgrown. RESOLVED to write to Village Hall Chairman and ask if they would like this area adding to our Lengthsman scheme duties.

Burnt Pitt triangle – suggestion that perhaps this could be planted with ‘wild flowers’ – summer planting.

As the money had not all been used it was RESOLVED that reserves should be used to purchase a push grit/salt spreader for use on the pavements during the winter months.

d) School field update:

Despite numerous attempts from various sources no funds have become available to carry out the drainage of the school field.

Clerk pointed out that during the Internal Audit inspection the Auditor had queried reserves and a discussion had taken place regarding using some of this toward the drainage of the field.

Cllrs were also mindful that money might be required towards ‘the social enterprise project’ and this could then be taken from reserves, if required.

It was RESOLVED to ask the school for the quotes for the drainage work and put this on the next agenda for discussion.

09.
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments:

Clerks fees - £xxx

Community Council of Shropshire – Localism Training event - £60

Local Council Review subscription - £15.50

Clerk also asked for £20 for £1 for heating in village hall.

It was RESOLVED to pay these accounts.

PAYE notification of overpayment of £32.63 – this is to be deducted from future payment.

b) Income since last meeting:

£3000 – SC Lengthsman Scheme.

c) Internal Auditor’s report:

Clerk handed all Councillors a copy of this report and this was read out at the meeting and comments as follows:
2.1 Budget Monitoring:

The budget schedule is presented quarterly and also again when the precept is being discussed.

The recommendations regarding the training budget was discussed .There have been numerous free training events during the last year but funds need to be in place to accommodate any further training required.

Lengthsman Scheme:

Whilst it is accepted that there are surplus funds which have not been spent due to extra work not being carried out through the winter months funds have been earmarked for capital purchase for equipment. 

It was RESOLVED to accept the Internal Auditor’s report and recommendations.

d) Annual Return:

Clerk had supplied each Councillor with a copy of the Annual Return. 

Section 1 – Accounting Statement. This was discussed and RESOLVED to accept as presented.

Section 2 – Annual Governance Statement. Clerk read out all questions which Councillors RESOLVED to accept with all ‘YES’ answers.
e) Bank statement:
Clerk produced deposit account bank statement which was checked and initialled by the Chairman. RESOLVED to accept.

10.
Place Plans:

· 5 councillors attending a working party and will forward all information to other Councillors.

· Cllr Parsons drafting questionnaire to be delivered with September newsletter.

· Cllr Shineton obtaining a marketing questionnaire and will pass on to Cllr Parsons.

· No deadlines set as yet.

· Hope to feed comments into SamDev.

· Aim for questionnaires to be returned by October/November.

· Stottesdon ‘cluster’ not ‘hub’.

11.
Road works schedule:

Clerk had emailed out the schedule and explained that SC would like to know what works the PC felt should be dealt with first.

Clerk gave details of a telephone conversation with Graham Downes when clerk was asked to seek the Councillors views of the new surface in Cleobury Mortimer as it might be possible to use this in Stottesdon. All agreed that a very good job had been made in Cleobury and would be happy for this to be used in Stottesdon, if possible.
After discussions it was agreed that councillors would like work to be carried out in the following order, if possible:

· Roads through Stottesdon Village

· Brooksmeeting

· Bagginswood  (Miners Arms) through to Prescott 

· Sidbury

· Bagginswood (from Fletchers) through to Miners Arms/Prescott

· Chorley Village

RESOLVED that this list be sent to SC.

12.
ALC report:

Clerk reported that the next ALC Area committee meeting will be on 28th Junes – speakers ‘Working in partnership with Shropshire Council’. Anyone welcome to attend.

13.
Shropshire Councillor’s report:

S Cllr Shineton did not have much extra to report on as most had been dealt with during the meeting. 
· Localism training on 29th June – 5 delegates booked onto this.
· Post 16 – applications for funding from Childe School fund required if anyone wishes to make a request.

14.
Future Social Enterprise:

It was RESOLVED that due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed under item 14 the public and press shall be excluded under s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.
See separate sheet.

15.       Items for next agenda:

School field drainage

Road Name signs

Place Plans

Future Social Enterprise 

16.      Date of next meeting:

25th July 2011

CHEQUES WRITTEN:

Mrs F Morris – salary - £xxx

NALC (LCR) - £15.50

Mrs F Morris - £20 (coins for heating)

Community Council of Shropshire - £60 (Localism event)

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.

Signed: Chairman




Date:

These minutes were approved at the Parish Council meeting dates 25th July 2011.
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