
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held on Monday 22nd November 2010 at 7.30pm in Chorley Village Hall.

Present:

Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), R Griffiths (Vice-Chairman), R Abbiss, H Barratt, S Home, 

D Newsham, J Davies, A Parsons.

Shropshire Cllr G Butler

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 1

00.
Public participation:

Parishioner, Matt Home, advised the Council that the planning application for the ‘certificate of lawfulness’ for the bungalow at Stanley Farm was part of the purchase agreement between himself and the applicant Mr Harris (previous owner).  This building was converted into living accommodation and has been lived in for 8-9 years and is currently lived in by a staff member of Willowdene Farm.

Matt also asked Councillors if they were happy that he dealt with any fallen trees as part of the Lengthsman Scheme as he had been called to 3 which had been brought down in the recent winds. It was agreed that Councillors were happy that this was dealt with under this scheme as trees blocking the highway need clearing as soon as possible for everyone’s safety.

Chairman asked councillors if they were in agreement to bring the Shropshire Councillors report forward to enable Cllr Butler to leave the meeting early rather than to sit through all the meeting. RESOLVED that this was acceptable.
01.
Apologies for absence:
Cllrs D Walsh (meeting) and M Shineton (meeting in London). RESOLVED to accept these apologies.
02.
Declaration of interests:

Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest in item 7b Parish Watch as co-ordinator.

Cllr Griffiths declared a personal/prejudicial interest in 11a grass cutting cheque payment as her husband cuts the grass.

Cllr Home declared a personal/prejudicial interest in planning application as she lives at Stanley farm and also to any item relating to the Lengthsman Scheme as her husband co-ordinates the scheme.

Cllr Abbiss declared a personal interest in ALC report as ALC Chairman.

03.
Minutes of last meeting:
These were RESOLVED as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
04.
Matters arising from minutes:

A) Clerk’s update:
New gateway – Burnt Pitt Bank:

Email received from SC – planning permission is required and the landowners have been notified of this.

Reflector posts – Burnt Pitt Bank:

This will be replaced a.s.a.p.
Verbal reply from the owner of Chorley Equestrian confirming that the letter had been brought to the attention of all horse owners/riders at the stables.

Chorley Broadplace:
Clerk had been in touch with Flavia Humphries at SC who confirmed that she had not received anything further from Richard Bubb.

It was RESOLVED that the Chairman speaks with the trustees and Richard Bubb to try to resolve the situation.  Cllr Davies offered to talk to Rachel Datlen.

Severn Trent reply:

Some of this information is incorrect as the problem at Clerk’s property was not an internal plumbing problem but high pressure and a pressure reducing valve has been installed by Severn Trent.

Clerk does not have dates/details of when parishioners contacted Severn Trent but does know that people were given different information – i.e. burst pipe/problem at filter beds. Clerk was told that there were about 14 jobs in the area to be repaired.
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk replies to Severn Trent pointing out the incorrect points and ask for better service in future.

Cllr Abbiss pointed out that item 6 is for ‘Capital Projects’ with funds available to be bidded for. This opens in April for projects between £7500-£40,000 or Parish Council’s can join together. Councillors were asked to think about using this for a project.

05.
Planning:

a) Certificate of lawfulness – Stanley Bungalow:
Cllr Home declared a prejudicial interest and left the room.

This dwelling was a former potting shed used at the nurseries and has been converted into a bungalow without planning permission.

It was felt that this was ‘back door’ planning consent and that stricter controls should be made in future.

It was agreed to suspend the Parish Council meeting in order for clarification from the new owner – meeting suspended at 7.55pm.

Mr Home confirmed that he had no intention of selling this property as this is lived in by an employee of Willowdene and they also have an annexe on the side of the farmhouse. Access was also explained to councillors.

Mr Home was thanked for the explanation and the meeting was reconvened at 7.58pm.

Councillors were happy that there would probably be no increase in traffic as at present and after discussions it was RESOLVED that the Clerk send in a comment expressing concern that this had not been picked up earlier in spite of comments made by the Parish Council and now believe that this is ‘fait accompli’ and the certificate will be granted.
b) Trees, Whitesides, Station road, Stottesdon
Clerk had forwarded email from SC to all Councillors regarding the cherry tree in the garden and it was agreed that the work suggested by the Officer be supported.

13.
Shropshire Councillor’s report:

Cllr Butler was welcomed to the meeting by the Chairman.

Cllr Butler gave a report on the budget and the spending cuts to be made by Shropshire Council. The change to Unitary Council saved a lot of money but it is not a ‘one size fits all’.

There has been a recruitment freeze at the Council and in house savings – mileage allowance has been cut by 1/3. There is also a proposal to reduce staff hours in order to save redundancies.
School Review 2nd December for Lacon Childe.

Education costs per child vary considerably between the larger and smaller primary schools but the level of education is to improve. It is proposed that there should be no difference of age in a class of more than 2 years.

Cluster long way ahead for Shropshire. Sharing staff under discussions.

Rural Challenge Fund – Cllr Butler is the portfolio holder for this.

LJC given grants for the Vehicle Activated Speed Signs but our PC had decided against joining this scheme following a traffic speed survey.

Chairman thanked Cllr Butler for attending the meeting.

06.
Correspondence:

All correspondence ‘noted as received’  unless stated.

Reply from Country Treks 
The Clerk magazine 
SLCC Conference and Training programme 2011 
Emails:

27/10
ALC – New funding announced – Reaching Communities Building Strand

27/10
SC – Developing Times September 2010

27/10
Ludlow Market newsletter

28/10
ALC Training – Parish/Town Councils as Employees – 30th November

30/10
ALC Invite to Mayor’s Charity Auction – Telford 21.11.10

3/11
Planning alert – Plans approved for the ‘removal of old shed and erection of new 

shed in different location – Manor House, Stottesdon

5/11
SC – Shropshire Core Strategy examination

5/11
Planning alert – Plans approved for ‘to fell and remove 5xSilver Birch trees, 1xAsh tree 

and 1xChristmas tree within Stottesdon Conservation Area – Showalene, Stottesdon

11/11
Civic Pride Autumn newsletter

11/11
SC - Hearing sessions (Core strategy)

11/11
SC –LDF Core Strategy DPD examination: RSS

11/11
ALC – West Midlands Ambulance Consultation Summary – First Responder training very valuable as is the Air Ambulance – will put this on the next agenda.
12/11
ALC – Community Working

15/11
ALC – Community Health Services Questionnaire – Clerk read out comments from Cllr Shineton – RESOLVED to send in these comments as the PC reply.
16/11
Rural Services Network news

16/11
ALC – West Midlands Ambulance Service newsletter

Various Weekly Planning lists forwarded to Cllrs.
Email from SC confirming that the owners of the hedge at Firien Barn, Bagginswood have been written to confirming that action will be taken if this hedge is not cut back.

Hedge below Fighting Cocks has been trimmed back.

Electoral review – noted receipt.

07.
Parish matters/problems:

a) Parish problems:

A new shed has been erected on the school paying field and it has been queried whether planning permission should have been obtained for this – Clerk will check this out although it is understood that the Head Teacher had checked this before it was erected and was told that planning permission was not required. 

Numerous drivers travelling through the village without wearing seat belts and also using mobile phones – an item will be put in the next newsletter regarding this.

Northwood Lane – potholes and mud.  The problem with water running from the farm lane needs sorting out to prevent this entering the highway.

Chorley road – several potholes at High Green and also the junctions at the Rays Farm bridge and the other junction above the Village Hall need attention as the road is breaking up badly.

Brooksmeeting bridge road breaking up

a) Parish Watch:

There had been a break in at Ginny Hole but nothing appears to have been stolen.

Detton Barns and Melville chapel broken into and trashed.

08.
Newsletter delivery routes:

Cllr Hamilton-Russell offered to deliver part of Bagginswood.

Cllrs Barratt and Home will deliver Chorley – Stanley lane also to be given to Cllr Home.

Cllr Parsons offered to deliver Station Road.

Clerk will sort out these new routes for the January newsletter.

09.
Website links:

After discussions it was agreed to write up a short policy regarding this.  It was agreed that links to other websites should not conflict to organisations within the Parish and that the PC have the right to refuse. Cllr Davies agreed to write up a short policy.
10.
Verbal report from Personnel meeting:
See separate sheet in ‘confidential minutes’.
11.
Finance:

a) Accounts to be paid:

J Griffiths - £25 for mowing footpath from Glebe Drive/Church – Cllr Griffiths declared a prejudicial as the account is from her husband and left the room. RESOLVED to pay this account.
Cllr Griffiths was called back into the room.
Clerk’s  salary - £xxx

Clerk’s expenses - £151.34 which includes the working from home allowance.

ALC - £120 training
PAYE - £804.82

It was RESOLVED that all these accounts be paid and Clerk and Cllrs were instructed to sign the cheques.

b) Income since last meeting:
36p interest on savings account.
c) Quarterly bank reconciliation:

Clerk presented the bank reconciliation up to 30th September and the budget up to and including cheques drawn at tonight’s meeting – this was approved by Cllrs.

d) Precept:

Clerk had given each Cllr a list of last year’s precept and suggestions for next year’s precept. After discussions it was RESOLVED to leave this until next meeting and Chairman asked all Councillors to look at this ready for next meeting.

12.
ALC report:
Cllr Abbiss declared a prejudicial as Chairman of ALC and gave the following report:
Positive feedback had been received from the AGM and Cllr Abbiss had been re-elected as Chairman of ALC.

The motion sent to the AGM from Kinlet is to be sent out for further consultation.

The last Area Committee meeting was attended by Brian Bennett who gave an update of the winter gritting and the Lengthsman Scheme and George Candler from SC will attend tomorrow night’s Area meeting to give and ‘overview of the transformation of SC and the important role Parish and Town Councils can play’.

There is to be a trial of cutting down telephone answering at the ALC office.  If messages are left or emails sent in then the office will investigate the query and get back with an answer.

Clerk suggested that a letter of thanks be sent to ALC for all their help and support during a very difficult time and also thanks went to Cllr Abbiss for her work put into ALC. RESOLVED that Clerk send a letter to ALC.

Fees for ALC next year will be £218.21.

13.
Shropshire Councillor’s report:

Dealt with earlier.

14.
Items for next meeting:

Precept

Ambulance document

Website policy

15.
Date of next meeting:

20th December 2010

CHEQUES WRITTEN:

Clerk’s fees - £xxx

Clerk’s expenses - £151.34

J Griffiths - £25

ALC - £120

HMRC - £804.82

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.25pm.
Signed:        Chairman





Date:

These minutes were approved at the parish Council meeting dated 10th January 2011.
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