
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held on Monday 24th August 2009 at 7.30pm in Chorley Village Hall.

Present:

Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), I Swain, R Abbiss, M Shineton, D Walsh, R Griffiths, S Home, 

D Newsham, J Davies.

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 2

00. 
Parishioner’s time:

Mr Bryan Home from Chorley Caravan Park attended the meeting to explain the proposals at the caravan park and also the provision of allotments in the village.

The recent planning application for the 1st phase of development was for 7 plots for residential ‘mobile’ homes and whether this is progressed further depends on the market.

The current application for discussion tonight is for an ‘office’ to accommodate all the administration of the caravan site in one property instead of having this split between the owners homes and this would also be the contact point for residents of the site.

The mains services are already on site and a few caravans have been moved round to accommodate the 7 new plots.  

It was confirmed by Mr Home that there is no intention of moving any caravans off the site in the foreseeable future although it may be necessary to move some around at a later date.

Mr Home answered questions raised.

With regards to the allotments Mr Home had been approached by some caravan site residents in the first instance and then contacted the Bridgnorth District Council who in turn contacted the Parish Council.  Following a conversation with the Clerk it was agreed with Mr Home to put an item in the newsletter to see if there was any interest locally and there have been numerous requests.  
The original site was next to the caravan site but the site behind the new houses is now under investigation – this site being big enough for 10 full size plots but this will depend on the size that the parishioners want.

Mr Home was thanked for attending the meeting.

01.
Apologies:
Shropshire Councillor Gwilym Butler (on leave).

02.
Casual Vacancy:

Clerk had circulated with the agenda a CV for Mrs Alison Parsons who had expressed an interest in joining the Parish Council. Mrs Parsons gave a brief resume of her CV and she answered questions asked and also agreed that she would take part in training sessions.
Chairman asked Mrs Parsons to leave the room while a vote was taken. It was RESOLVED that       Mrs Parsons be co-opted onto the Parish Council.

Declaration of Interests and Local Joint Committee’s were explained to Mrs Parsons and Clerk agreed to forward copies of the last 3 months minutes.  Mrs Parsons signed the ‘declaration of acceptance of office’.

03.
Declaration of Interests:
Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest in item 9b as Parish Watch co-ordinator.

Cllr Home declared a personal/prejudicial interest in  item 5a as her husband runs the Lengthsman Scheme for the Parish Council.
04.
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on July 27th 2009:

These were circulated with the agenda and it was RESOLVED that these be signed as a true record.

05.
Matters arising from minutes:
a) Clerk’s progress report:

Walton bank hedge:

Unfortunately the land owner went back on a ‘gentleman’s agreement’ with Graham Downes and refused to let the contractor cut the hedge from the inside. Graham will try to get the clump of trees cut at the bottom of the bank to try to help with visibility and will get the inside of the hedge cut once the second grass crop has been cut!! It was proposed that a letter be sent to Graham Downes asking that this hedge is cut on safety grounds a.s.a.p.

Lengthsman Scheme:

I have received the signed contract back from Shropshire Council together with a cheque for £3000 (already banked). Contract signed with Willowdene also.

Cllr Home declared a personal/prejudicial interest.

Electricity at Chorley:

I understand that this is all ‘ON’.  I contacted E.On regarding the disruption of the supply which should have been 2 days (with a possible 3rd) and also explained that Nathan Home had been waiting since February for a date for a shutdown in order to remove the trees from by the Village Hall. The outcome was that E.On got their act together with Nathan and he was able to cut the trees down last week when the electricity was off – all that was needed was for their departments to talk to each other!

It was RESOLVED that a letter of thanks should be sent to Matt Home for his co-operation in this matter.
Glebe Drive update:

We now have the legal documents and the Solicitor’s bill.  I have asked for this land to be added onto our insurance policy and have ordered the new sign.

30mph speed limit:

No doubt you have noticed that the signs have been erected.  I have had a few complaints/comments and await a letter from a parishioner regarding this matter.

Development in Chorley:

I have been informed by a resident in Chorley that he has written to the Planning at SC and also sent in a petition with approx. 40 signatures asking them to ‘keep and eye’ on development in Chorley.  I have been promised a copy of this and I did explain that the PC has its ‘finger on the pulse’ regarding development in the Parish and felt that we should have been their first point of contact!

I await a copy of the documents.

Letter received back from Shropshire Council confirming the authority for the Parish Council to co-opt a new Councillor – dealt with earlier.
Cllrs Abbiss asked if Cllr Davies had read the document on ‘Strategy Policy Directions’ (Education) – this had not been done but Cllr Davies promised to do this for the next meeting. Cllr Abbiss had also read the document and had noted some comments down.  This will be dealt with at the next meeting.

06.
Local Joint Committee (LJC):

The questionnaire which had been copied to each Councillor at the last meeting was discussed once again.  Cllr Newsham noted the comments to take to the next LJC meeting. Main concerns being:

Economy, Infrastructure, Waste Collection, Affordable Homes, Health and Transport.

07.
Planning applications:

a) Erection of an office for caravan park/park home development – Chorley Caravan Park.

It was felt that this building would fit in with the proposals for the caravan site, could not be seen from the road and that it was important to have a ‘central’ office for caravan site use.  The only concern expressed was that the windows should blend in with the building and therefore it should be requested that brown UPVC are used instead of white.  It was RESOLVED to support the plans with this suggestion.

b) Erection of extension to dwelling and conservatory – Springacre, Chorley.

After much discussion regarding this site it was RESOLVED to support the plans as these were considered to be aesthetically acceptable but concern was expressed that this extension would enable the property to become a ‘multiple occupancy’ dwelling. It was agreed to request that a condition is put onto the permission (if granted) in order that this extension remains part of the main dwelling and cannot be conveyed separately.

Concern was expressed once again regarding the very untidy state of this site and also that Councillors had noticed a wind turbine, which is only head height and considered a danger if anyone was too close to it.

It was confirmed that Enforcement Action is being taken regarding this land and it was RESOLVED to write to Mr Charteris supporting the removal of the debris and the site being returned to agricultural usage and also to query the wind turbine.

Cllrs Shineton and Parsons abstained from voting on this application.
08.
Correspondence:

For reply:

SALC Training: Cllr Next Steps 1 & 2 – Wellington 15.9.09 and Shrewsbury 17.9.09 
            

Law and Procedures – Shrewsbury 23.9.09

Southern Area Partnership meeting – Craven Arms 9.9.09 and Highley 23.9.09

Cllr Shineton confirmed that she had emailed Mr Mills (Planning Officer) to arrange a training session and hoped to speak to him tomorrow – 15th October and 29th October were suggested (venue to be arranged).

John Ward has agreed to come along for the Power of Well Being training – suggested date agreed by all being 25th November – Clerk will email this to John Ward for his confirmation.

SC – LDF – Core Strategy: Consultation on ‘Policy Directions’ – document available from Clerk or SC website – to be dealt with at next meeting.
SC – Chapter 8 Training Awareness Course (Lengthsman Scheme) - forwarded to Willowdene who have agreed to attend.
Community Council of Shropshire – ACRE Collaboration Benefits – Cluster Support – to be dealt with at next meeting.
NALC – Parish Partnership model of effective community anchor – to be dealt with at next meeting
For information:

Viking Direct brochures

Bank statements 
Wicksteed Leisure – order acknowledgment – play equipment inspection

SPFA newsletter

Shropshire Playbuilder funding

WM Police – Join the Specials

SC – In formation Governance for Parish Councils

Lloyds TSB account information

SLCC: The Clerk magazine, Bookshop, Seminar details – It was RESOLVED to purchase the new Charles Arnold Baker Local Council Administration book (£53.60) and The Parish Councillor (£11.95) plus post and packing – total cost - £69.55.
SC – Lengthsman Scheme agreement

Chairman thanked Cllr Walsh for her report regarding the WMRRS document – Clerk had forwarded this via email and received confirmation of receipt.

Clerk showed Councillors the document for the Glebe Drive land transfer and is was RESOLVED that the account for £883.20 be paid and that a copy of the legal documents should be lodged in the archives.

Clerk suggested that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr Phil Crossland for all his help as he would be leaving the Shropshire Council at the end of the month.  All agreed.
09.
Parish matters/problems:

a) Parish problems:
Hedge and verge outside Firien Barn, Bagginswood needs cutting back as this is causing a visual obstruction.  RESOLVED to write to Mr Grey.

b) Parish Watch:
Chairman declared a personal interest as co-ordinator.
There appears to be problems all around and Chairman asked everyone to be extra vigilant and report anything suspicious.

c) Glebe Drive update:

Dealt with earlier.

10.
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments:

Mrs F Morris – September salary - £xxx                                                                                                   Chorley Village Hall - £60                                                                                                                                   HM Revenue and Customs – PAYE - £504.77 less £75 incentive = £429.77                                              Mrs F Morris – expenses - £73.22                                                                                                                     FBC Manby Bowdler LLP (Solicitor’s fees) - £883.20 (£112.50 VAT which can be recovered)

It was RESOLVED to pay all cheques.

b) Income since last meeting:

£3000 – Shropshire Council (Lengthsman Scheme)

11.
SALC report:

Next meeting is 22nd September 2009 at Westgate, Bridgnorth

12.
Shropshire Councillor’s report:

S. Cllr Shineton gave a brief report of the situation at the SALC office at Shrewsbury – hopefully the problems will be resolved soon.

It is hoped that the Explorer bus will run again from next April until the end of October – funding is being looked into and the PC will be approached for support.

Cllr Shineton gave a brief report on items that she is currently dealing with and asked if Councillors were aware of anyone having problems with the Blue Badge scheme.

SAFER Partnership meeting 25th September.

13.
Items for next agenda:

Community Council of Shropshire – ACRE collaboration Benefits – Cluster support.

NALC – Parish Partnership model of effective community anchor.

Core Strategy ‘Policy Directions’.

14.
Date of next meeting:

28th September 2009.  Cllrs Walsh and Parsons gave their apologies in advance as they are on holiday.

Clerk reminded everyone that the deadline for the newsletter items is 12 noon on 18th September.

There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.55pm.
CHEQUES WRITTEN:

Mrs F Morris - £XXX (salary)

Chorley Village Hall - £60

HM Revenue and Customs - £429.77

Mrs F Morris - £73.22 (expenses)

FBC Manby Bowdler - £883.20

SLCC - £69.55 (books)

Signed:    Chairman





Date:
These minutes were approved at Parish Council meeting 28th September 2009.
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