
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held on Monday 25th March 2013 at 7.30pm in Chorley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), R Abbiss, M Shineton, T Casswell, R Bunn.

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 4

0)
Public participation:

Chairman welcomed parishioners to the meeting and asked them to introduce their selves and explained that this was their opportunity to speak.

All 4 parishioners came with the same request to enquire about how to start proceedings with providing a play area within the parish. Mrs Clinton explained that there were also other parents willing to help with a project.

Chairman explained that the Parish Council had been actively trying to obtain land for a sports/recreation facility but had drawn a blank as landowners were not prepared to sell or lease any land for this purpose.

Chairman asked if they had a piece of land in mind and they confirmed that they had wondered about the green in front of Glebe Drive or the small piece of land behind the Village Hall at Chorley. They were aware that both areas would need to be fenced off.

Cllr Shineton asked if the land at Glebe Drive was big enough. Mrs Clinton felt that it was as they only wanted to put perhaps slide and swings.

Cllr Shineton pointed out that the group had done the correct thing in coming to the PC and confirmed that she had approached the landowner regarding the piece of land behind the village hall a few years ago and they were not keen then.

Chairman asked the parishioners if they would be happy to form a ‘working group’ to investigate the possibilities and they confirmed that they were. 

Cllr Shineton pointed out that the residents in Glebe Drive and adjacent properties would have to be consulted and also Shropshire Council would have to be approached as the land belonged to them.

Cllr Shineton would be happy to approach the landowner again about the land behind Chorley Village Hall.

Mr Ellison pointed out that he had lived in Chorley for 7 years and the population was expanding.

Clerk pointed out that as a resident in Glebe Drive she personally would have no objection but felt that if agreement was given to use this land then ball games should be prohibited to try to avoid children running over the front lawns of the bungalows when retrieving the ball. Clerk also expressed concern that there were elderly residents who might not be too happy with children on the site but others did enjoy watching them play.

Clerk also felt that it would be a good idea to fence this green off as parents using the school have been parking on the grass and a part of this has now been chewed up and also pointed out that inconsiderate parking still continues despite the efforts of the PC.
Chairman thanked all parishioners for attending and asked them to supply the Clerk with email/telephone contact details and promised that this would be looked into by all concerned.

Election packs were handed out to 2 parishioners.

1)
Apologies for absence:
 Cllrs Steed (dispensation previously granted due to operation), H Barratt (appointment), A Parsons (away). It was RESOLVED to accept these apologies. No apologies received from Cllr Walsh.

Clerk received an email from Cllr Walsh after the meeting sending her apologies due to workmen at her property.

2)
Declaration of Interests

The Localism Act 2011, Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.  
Members are reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of member’s interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer.

Cllrs Abbiss and Shineton declared interest in Severn Hospice donation request as fundraisers for the Hospice.

3)
Councillor’s dispensations:
None requested.

4)
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 25th February 2013:
It was REESOLVED that these minutes be signed as a true record by the Chairman.

5)
Matters Arising from the minutes:
(a)  Progress report – Clerk:
Road closure B4363

Email received from Graham Downes last night indicating that the proposed road closures might not go ahead on this road. Will keep PC posted on new dates.

Snow clearance:

Once again our main roads have been kept open although the roads were bad on Friday evening before any work was carried out on them. Please let Clerk know if grit bins need re-filling.

Elections:

It is very disappointing at the number of papers issued – 3 so far!!

Bus shelter at Chorley:

As you are aware this is up and running and being used by the children. The PC now needs to invoice SC for 75% of the total costs which amounts to £2089.85 which will be paid in the new financial year. RESOLVED that Clerk send in this invoice.
 Crucial Crew cheque:

This has caused some disputes about paying for 2 children ‘out of the parish’. I have been in touch with the Co-ordinator of Crucial Crew and whilst they appreciate our arguments for not wanting to pay for 2 children out of our parish any donation would be gratefully accepted. It costs about £14,500 to put this event on and Stottesdon share the bus with Ditton Priors which is paid for out of this money.

A decision is needed as to whether the PC pays for the extra 2 children. Clerk explained that in previous years some children from Stottesdon attending other schools had been paid for by the other schools.
It was RESOLVED that a cheque be issued for £70 to cover all 10children.

Dog Control Orders:

Clerk was concerned following the decision of the PC to pass this consultation onto the P3 group and so Clerk checked with SC regarding this matter. This is a consultation for Parish and Town Council’s initially and will then be sent out to a wider group at a later date.

SC staff has the powers to enforce orders made.

It was RESOLVED to ask for Control Orders to include: Harcourt Road, all footpaths in parish either roadside or across fields, Station Road, outside Dr’s Surgery, Chorley Village Hall car park, from Duck Inn down to Chorley Chapel, Bakehouse Lane and Bridleway from Bakehouse Lane to Chorley Hall, New Road Chorley, Sidbury roads, Stottesdon, Sidbury and Chorley churchyards, School playing field and green outside Glebe Drive.
(b) Any other matters arising:

No further matters raised.

6)
Planning applications: 
a) Reference:  13/01001/TCA (validated: 15/03/2013)
Address:  Chapel House, 4 Station Road, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, DY14 8TT

Proposal:  To crown clean and crown thin by up to 20% 1No. Beech and to crown reduce by 25% 1No. Sycamore within Stottesdon Conservation Area

Applicant: Mrs Alison Parsons (4 Station Road, Stottesdon, DY14 8TT)

Cllrs raised no objections to this work being carried out.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Reference: 13/00926/AGR

Development proposed: Proposed agricultural building to store grain and machinery

Location: Land North West of Walton Farm, Stottesdon

OS Reference: 367121 – 281226

Applicant: Mr Stephen Howells

Although Councillors were unsure which field this related to but Clerk pointed out that the PC were not being asked to comment this was for ‘information only’. No further action required.
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


b) Any others received after issue of agenda:
None received.

c) Planning permissions/refusals:
Tanglewood, Chorley and Lower Chorley Farm all granted permission.

7)
Financial matters:
a) Outstanding payments:

Clerks fees - £xxx

Clerk’s expenses - £141.50. 
Viking Direct - £42.35

Chorley Village Hall - £260.00 (hire for 12 months). 
Crucial Crew - £70 agreed earlier. (s137)
Tim Preece Builders (bus shelter) - £2340.00 (Local Government (Miscellaneous Provision) Act 1953 s.4.

 Chorley Family Playgroup request for contribution towards their staff toilet and outside play area project. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk writes and asks for a break down of the costs involved before a decision is made.

 HMRC PAYE. - £154.20 less overpayment last year = £121.57 
Any others received after issue of agenda – no further accounts received.
It was RESOLVED to pay these accounts and Councillors were instructed to sign the cheques.

To invoice SC for grant for bus shelter – agreed earlier.
Confirmation to add to insurance – RESOLVED to add this to the insurance.

Bank statements – initialled by Chairman.
Donation requests:

Samaritans – RESOLVED to give £50 as previous year

Citizens Advice Bureau – RESOLVED to give £75 as previous year

Hope House – RESOLVED to give £50 as previous year.
Severn Hospice – Cllrs Shineton and Abbiss both declared interests as fundraisers left the room and took no part in the discussions.  RESOLVED to give £50 as per previous year.

Any others received after issue of agenda. No further requests received.
b) Income since last meeting: 
Deposit account interest – 35p.
Clerk confirmed that due to an error on her part the cheque for her training to Shropshire Branch of SLCC had been overpaid by £5 – this had been repaid but the cheque was made out to the Clerk. Clerk has now written a cheque out and will be paid into the PC bank account tomorrow. RESOLVED that this was acceptable.

c) Asset Register:
Clerk had updated this to include the new bus shelter and it was RESOLVED to accept this.

d) Risk Assessment:
Clerk had retyped this with the amendments agreed last month and it was RESOLVED that this was acceptable.

8)
SALC report:
Cllr Abbiss (Chairman of SALC) reported that she had attended a Leader meeting and gave brief details.

At the recent Executive meeting a speaker from Homepoint attended.

Homeswap will let part ownership properties.
Quality Council questionnaire out – Clerk has completed this.

Finance training nest week with Peter Lacey – Cllr Abbiss and Clerk hope to attend.

There is a more stable financial situation at SALC.

Planning – 95% agreed by Officers. 

SC – 5 year land supply for housing.

SALC meetings now reduced from3 meetings a month to 1 every 3 months.

Chairman thanked Cllr Abbiss for her report and work.

9)
Shropshire Councillor’s report:
S Cllr Shineton reported that she had been at a meeting with Senior Ambulance staff and agave a brief report of this.

Ambulance hubs – Telford and Shrewsbury and the main two with Bridgnorth, Ludlow, Craven Arms, Market Drayton and Oswestry being the others.

Shropshire has access to 3 air ambulances and now has 23 ambulances on the road at present compared to 17 at the beginning of the year.

Shropshire is £11m underfunded for health.

Cleobury Medical Centre – building to commence later this year.

Grid references are very useful together with any other bit of information of locality etc to give to ambulance staff.

Inoculation – better response to flu jab this year.

A4U - Action Advice Advocacy Centre now operates in The Guildhall in Shrewsbury to help anyone regarding benefits.

Chairman thanked Cllr Shineton for her report.

10)
Elections:
Clerk urged everyone to make sure that their election papers were in by 12 noon on 5th April.

The PC needs 8 seats filling at election in order to retain Quality Council status.
11)
Correspondence:  

Letter re: Bridleway clearance - details will be passed onto SC by Cllr Shineton.
Letter from Chorley Playgroup re: donation – dealt with earlier.
Emails forwarded to all Cllrs:

RSN newsletters – receipt noted
SALC Bulletins – receipt noted
Weekly Planning lists - noted
Came & Co Spring newsletter - noted
Community Use of School Playing field – Cllr Abbiss read letter from School. 
Clerk read out email (questions below) from a parent and will respond as follows:

Does Shropshire Council own the field and, if so, what are the arrangements for 'community use'? Yes Shropshire Council owns the field and when the field was first purchased it was for dual (community and school) use.                               
Mrs. Jones states that the responsibility for use of the land lies with the school/governors. Is this correct? We understand that this is partially correct. Shropshire Council as the owners will have ultimate responsibility.
Was the field listed in the parish plan for 'community use/a safe play area for local children'? No it wasn’t listed in the original Parish Plan but in the update in 2012 a priority is given to support Stottesdon School to identify land and bid for funding to provide sports and play facilities. The Parish Council has been actively trying to find suitable land but to date have drawn a blank.
If the field is included in the parish plan for this purpose, what does this mean? See above.

Cllr Shineton pointed out that she was Committee Chairman when the school field was purchased and this was for ‘dual use’ for the Community and school. 
Bridgnorth/Cleobury Mortimer road closure – 25th March (1 week) – rescheduled work.
Reflector Posts – Hawkswood Lane complaint. Clerk explained that reflector posts had been erected by Hawkswood Barns following damaged drains but a resident was demanding that they are removed. Clerk had fed the information into SC for them to deal with.
Cllr Abbiss pointed out that wooden posts had also been erected on the verge outside the Rectory at Sidbury which had generated numerous complaints – this had been fed into SC for them to investigate.

Lower Severn Corridor Flood Forum meeting, - Westgate, 22nd April 2pm – noted.
Clerk read out a letter of thanks from Cllr Abbiss for the flowers given to her at the previous meeting.

LCR and Clerk and Council Direct magazines – noted receipt.
PWLB – loan repayment due 8th April - £493.75 (direct debit) – noted.

Western Power Distribution workshop invitation – no interest shown.

HMRC – Tax coding notification for Clerk – noted.

Shropshire RCC membership request - £26. It was RESOLVED to leave this at present.

12)
Parish matters/problems:
 a) Parish problems:
Rays Farm road very uneven and Cllr Shineton suggested asking Highways to look at this with a view to repairing it when repairs to the B4363 are carried out.

Potholes on most roads in the parish.

Water coming out onto the roads is causing problems with flooding and potholes.

Comment regarding the snow ploughing by one contractor not up to standard.

1 pothole filled in Pickthorn Lane but another left untouched.

Sycamore tree at Glebe Drive causing large crack across footpath.

Snow clearance throughout the village etc has been excellent and Clerk was asked to write to SC expressing the thanks of the PC.

b) Parish Watch:
A blue car speeding through Bagginswood – registration needed and then this can be fed into the Police.

13)
Date of next meeting:

15th April (Annual Parish meeting) 22nd April 2013 (Parish Council meeting)

Due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and under s100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1972 the public and press shall be excluded for the remainder of the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds they may involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by the Acts.

14)
Parking – any update received

15)
Playing field – any update received – should have been removed from agenda.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.

These minutes were approved at the meeting on 22nd April 2013.
Signed:   Chairman
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