
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Annual Parish Council meeting held in Chorley Village Hall on Monday 18th May 2009 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), R Abbiss, D Newsham, M Shineton.

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 0

0.
Public participation:

No parishioners present.

01.
Retiring Chairman’s comments:

Cllr Hamilton-Russell reiterated his comments made in the newsletter and at the Annual Parish Meeting and once again thanked everyone for their help and support over the past successful year.

02:
Election of Officers:

Chairman: Cllr Hamilton-Russell was proposed as Chairman by Cllr Shineton, seconded by Cllr Newsham.  It was RESOLVED to elect Cllr Hamilton-Russell as Chairman.
Vice-Chairman: Cllr Abbiss was proposed by Cllr Newsham, seconded by Cllr Shineton.  It was RESOLVED to elect Cllr Abbiss as Vice-Chairman.
Charity Trustees: It was RESOLVED to leave these as John Williamson and Derek Tranter.

03.
Elect other committees/representatives:

Local Joint Committee (LJC): After discussions regarding this Cllr Shineton proposed Cllr Newsham, this was seconded by Cllr Abbiss and it was RESOLVED that Cllr Hamilton-Russell would be the reserve.

SALC representative: Cllr Abbiss is happy to carry on with this but it was RESOLVED to leave this until the next meeting as we can elect 2 members.

School Governor: Cllr Abbiss is currently our representative and it was RESOLVED that she should continue.

Personnel/complaints committee: It was RESOLVED that Cllrs Shineton, Abbiss, Griffiths and Clerk be elected to this committee. This will be reviewed if necessary.
Task and Finish Groups: Glebe Drive – It was RESOLVED to elect Cllrs Shineton, Newsham, Davies, Abbiss, Swain and Clerk to this group.

Lengthsman Scheme: It was RESOLVED that the Clerk and Cllr Abbiss be elected to deal with this.

Parish Paths Warden: It was RESOLVED not to elect anyone for this as any problems are reported to Shropshire Council and copied to the P3 group.

04.
To sign Declarations of Acceptance of Office:

Chairman and Vice Chairman signed their declarations.

05.
Apologies for absence:

Cllr Davies (family over from America), Cllr Walsh (work), Cllr R Griffiths (family illness).  Cllr Swain had been in hospital and it was not sure whether he was out. Resignation from Cllr James Griffiths due to family and work commitments.  Apologies and resignation accepted.  Clerk will advertise this vacancy.
06.
Declarations of interests:

Personal Interests:

Cllr Abbiss (item 9a planning) - member of Shropshire Rural Housing Association.

Cllr Hamilton-Russell (item 11b) – Parish Watch co-ordinator.

Cllr Shineton (item 9 planning) – member of Shropshire Rural Housing Association
07.
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 27th April 2009:

It was RESOLVED to sign the minutes as a true record.
08.
Matters arising from minutes:

a) Clerk’s progress report (copy attached).

Shropshire Council will let Clerk have FP/BW marker discs and Nathan Home will put these up to mark footpaths clearer.

Walton Bank hedge – this is still causing problems and Cllr Abbiss pointed out that she had damaged her vehicle on this bank after meeting a speeding vehicle. It was RESOLVED to write to Chris Edwards at Shrewsbury as he had assured those present at the Let’s Talk meeting at Highley last year that the Council had powers to carry out this work.

Training session – John Ward has promised to get back in touch with Clerk regarding this.

Dropped kerbs – Cllrs Shineton, Hamilton-Russell and Clerk met with Graham Downes to look at the problem – he has taken this on board and has promised to sort this out a.s.a.p.

Whilst Graham Downes was out here Prescott was visited to look at the drainage problems and he has promised to look into these.

Insurance – Allianz cannot match the quote from Came and company – will deal with this later.

Accounts – Clerk has taken the books to the Internal Auditor who will hopefully get back in touch with Clerk end May/beginning June.

Youth club – this will left until after the elections in June.

The Firs, Chorley – removal of agricultural occupancy condition.  Cllr Shineton confirmed that she had attended the meeting and spoke on behalf of the PC.  After a site visit and discussions the application was refused.  At present we are not sure what the next steps are but enquiries have been made and Shropshire Council will be in touch.

b) Lengthsman Scheme:

This had already been dealt with – Cllr Abbiss and Clerk to contact Willowdene regarding this.

09.
Planning applications:

Cllrs Abbiss and Shineton declared personal interests as members of Shropshire Rural Housing Association (applicants).
a) Existing 2 wire HV upgraded to 3 wire between Lower Chorley TX pole and pole 5 to a total length of 65 metres – land adjacent Rosemary Cottage, Chorley.  App. No: 09/00387/OHL.

As comments were needed by today clerk had emailed out to all Cllrs and those who replied had no objections so the application was returned ‘no objections’.

After much discussion regarding this and the possible long delay in carrying out this work it was RESOLVED to write to Central Networks and complain very strongly regarding the delay and pointing out the following:

1. Amount of money already paid for this work.

2. Total incompetence – why has the upgrade been left so late?

3. Delay in letting houses will cause loss of rent and people are desperate for housing in the parish and also that these will deteriorate if left.

b) No others received.
c) Planning permissions/refusals:

Refusal – The Firs, Chorley – dealt with earlier.

10.
Correspondence:

To note receipt: 

Clerks and Council Direct magazine

Shropshire Council – Election posters

The Clerk magazine

Fattorini brochure

Komplan – children’s play area equipment brochure

Reply from Natural England re: Prescott




Bank statement

Shropshire Council – Acknowledgement of response for Affordable Housing doc.

Shropshire Council – Events Guide April-September 2009

Shropshire Council – Reccy Rangers Activity May half-term (posters put on notice boards)     

For reply:


Shropshire Council – LJC meeting 26th May 2009 (as per email) – Cllrs Abbiss, Shineton, Griffiths, Hamilton-Russell (?) and Clerk will attend.

Letter received from Chorley Caravan Park re provision of allotments. Clerk had discussed this with Mr Home and the idea was for him to provide allotments and have control of running these, all they are asking for the PC for is support.  Clerk had agreed to put an item in the next newsletter asking anyone interested to get in touch with Mr Home.

Clerk had also discussed this with Shropshire council regarding planning and was told that as far as planning is concerned it depended on how the site is used:

· Horticulture/agricultural use – no planning permission required.

· Growing crops – no planning permission required.

· BUT if any structures (sheds etc), water/taps and hard surfaces are put then planning permission would be required.

After discussions it was RESOLVED to write back to Mr Home pointing out the above and confirming that the PC did not want to get involved with the ‘running’ of these.
Shropshire Council – sandbags: Clerk had forwarded an email to all councillors asking if the previous amount of sandbags received were sufficient.  The main areas were Prescott, Winterdyne and Chorley.  It was felt that there was sufficient in Stottesdon but Chorley would like an extra 10/20.

11.
Parish matters/problems:
a) Parish problems:

Miners Arms/Hall Orchard road getting worse - clerk was asked to write to Shropshire Council and ask when this work was due to be re-scheduled.  Complaints had been received as 2 people had damaged tyres on their vehicles on the sharp edges on the road along here.  Clerk pointed out that she had already notified SC of this, but was asked to write again.

Hamlet/Park Wood road – some work had been carried out along here but the worst parts appeared to be untouched!

Highlands/Winterburn road getting worse and also a large pothole at the junction.

Chorley road – up from Village hall road edges badly damaged and clerk has been told that BT cables are in the verge along here.  BT cable also just thrown over the hedge below the Village Hall and at Batch Bank – hedge cutters will cut these through if not removed.

b) Parish Watch:

Chairman declared a personal interest as co-ordinator.
Chairman pointed out that he had written out a page for the new website and also a part on it which can quickly be updated by the Clerk on current problems.  Clerk will hopefully get this put onto the website and details will then be able to go out in the next newsletter.

It was queried whether the Police boundaries will change now we are Unitary – it was thought that they will remain the same but this will be queried.

c) Glebe Drive update:

Solicitors are still waiting for documents from SC.  Cllr Griffiths had been to the Solicitors to prove her ID.

12.
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments:

NALC account - £12.58 for the return of the Quality Council portfolio – RESOLVED to pay this.

Clerk’s fees – RESOLVED to pay.

b) Income since last meeting:

Kinlet PC - £54

Neen Savage PC - £18

c) Insurance:
 Clerk confirmed that Allianz could not match the quote and cover from Came and Company (£299).  Clerk had read through the paperwork and expressed her concern at changing as Came and Company will make an administration charge of £25 for any midterm adjustments (Allianz have never done this), although their PL indemnity was higher than Allianz. After discussions it was RESOLVED to stay with Allianz at a premium of £305 as any savings made could easily be used if changes have to be made

d) Change of Bank details for completion:
Clerk explained that she had talked to Lloyds TSB and it was agreed that the account could be swapped to Cleobury Mortimer and that new mandates were needed so felt that this was therefore a good time to change the signatories.  Clerk also suggested that as the new account will not earn interest it might be a good idea to have a savings account as the precept is now received annually. It was RESOLVED to have a savings account to run alongside the current account to put some of the precept in and also internet banking could be applied for to allow Clerk to access the accounts as and when required. Clerk suggested that there should be extra Cllrs added to the account with 3 to sign each cheque.  This will solve the issue raised with the Internal Auditor.  It was RESOLVED that Cllrs Shineton, Abbiss, Newsham, Hamilton-Russell , Griffiths and Clerk be signatories on this newly opened account and  Clerk to sign every cheque if possible together with 2 other Councillors.   This will then be in accordance with the Internal Auditor’s suggestion if the Clerk is not available to sign cheques for whatever reason. RESOLVED to complete mandate and return to Lloyds TSB.
13.    SALC report:

Ben Walker was the speaker at the last meeting – subject Southern Area Partnership and Local joint Committees. This was a good meeting which brought about quite a lot of discussion. It is hoped to bring training sessions to these meetings to encourage more PC’s to attend.

SALC training – 21st May – Recruitment and Selection.

                           8th June – Planning (Shirehall 7-9pm) – Cllrs Hamilton-Russell and Shineton attending.
14.    County Councillor’s report:

No report or apologies received.

15.   Items for next agenda:

Lengthsman Scheme

Confirm committees

LJC report

Casual Vacancy

16.     Date of next meeting:

22nd June 2009.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.05pm.


Cheques written:
NALC - £12.58

Allianz - £305

Mrs F Morris - £xx

Signed:    Chairman:




Date:
These minutes were approved at the meeting 22nd June 2009.
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