
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held on Monday 28th November 2011 at 7.30pm in Chorley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), R Abbiss, M Shineton, T Casswell, A Parsons, S Steed,            
H Barratt, D Walsh, R Bunn (co-opted at meeting).
Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 8

Chairman welcomed all present to the meeting and explained that parishioners could speak during ‘public participation’ but not when the meeting commenced. 

0)
Public participation:

Miranda Kingston gave a presentation regarding proposals for Stottesdon School (copy attached).
Questions were asked and it was agreed that this would be put on the December agenda for consideration.

David Boultwood, Chairman of the steering group for ‘Stottyshop’ gave an up to date position regarding the prospects of taking over the shop as a community venture. A letter had been sent to the PC for funding consideration which will be considered under ‘finance’ once the PC meeting is convened.

Rachel Datlen gave a short presentation regarding the proposals for Chorley Family Playgroup to install a door from the classroom to the outside garden area. Chairman pointed out that quotes, etc would have to be obtained and produced to the PC in order for the PC to give this consideration at the next meeting.
Chairman thanked all parishioners for attending the meeting and confirmed that items raised will be given consideration at the next meeting on 19th December,
Clerk asked that as both School and Playgroup representatives were present that parents could be asked once again not to park in the ‘bus stop’ as this causes very poor visibility for anyone using Glebe Drive. Clerk understood from the Police that this was a bookable offence and also 3 points on driving licences. PC is aware that the School do continually ask parents to park considerately.

1)
Apologies for absence:
No apologies received.

2)
Casual vacancy – co-option/declaration of acceptance of office:
Mr Richard Bunn from Bagginswood attended the meeting with a view to joining the PC. Questions were asked and it was RESOLVED that Mr Bunn be co-opted to the PC. 
Declaration of acceptance of Office were signed by Mr Bunn and witnessed by Clerk.

3)
Declaration of Interests:
Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest in item 9b Parish Watch (co-ordinator).

Cllr Abbiss declared a personal interest in item 12 SALC report (SALC Chairman).

Cllr Barratt declared a personal interest in item 6a Planning – plans received for Harcourt Farm (friends of applicant).

Cllr Shineton personal interest in Shop.

4)
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on October 24th 2011 and extra ordinary meting 14th November 2011:
Chairman had previously pointed out to the Clerk that under co-option of Cllr Steed in the 24th October minutes the minutes should read that Cllr Steed was ‘co-opted’ onto the PC not ‘elected’ – Clerk had already made this alteration. Cllr Abbiss pointed out that item 6 page 701 it should state ‘will be’ not ‘was’.

With these amendments it was RESOLVED that the minutes be signed by the Chairman as a rue record.

On extraordinary minutes 2 typos – page 705 should read ‘might’ not ‘fight’ and page 707 should read ‘today’ not ‘toady’.

With these amendments it was RESOLVED that the minutes be signed by the Chairman as a true record.
5)
Matters arising from the minutes: 
(a)  Progress report:

Personnel Committee: A further member needed to be elected, as it was agreed last month to hold this over until this meeting. It was RESOLVED that Cllr Casswell be elected to the Personnel Committee.

Grit/salt ordered for Willowdene and should be delivered shortly.

Kennels Bridge – further trees removed which has improved visibility.

Bakehouse Lane sign has now been erected.

Power of Well Being – the PC are not eligible to use this as 80% of Cllrs are not trained in this.

Quality Council logo – this can be used until April 2012 when ‘Quality Council’ expires.

Community Fuel Buying Scheme – leaflets handed out but it is understood that Bob Kelsey from The Wain House has commenced obtaining interest for this and could be dealt with through the Shop.
Cllr Abbiss pointed out that by changing to Came and Company SALC had saved a lot of money on their insurance.
6)
Planning applications: 

a) Solar panels at Harcourt Farm, Chorley.

Cllr Barrett declared a personal interest in this application as neighbours/friends.

Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest as a solar panel ‘fanatic’.

After discussions it was RESOLVED to support these plans.

b) Permissions/refusals:
Erection of a detached double garage - Rose Cottage, Chorley – approved with amendments.
Erection of extension to side elevation following demolition of existing garage - Stanley Farm Bungalow, Chorley – approved.
7)
Correspondence:  
SC - Street Cleansing survey – Clerk will complete.
Shropshire Housing Group Annual report – noted.
SC – Members Interest form – Cllr Steed – noted.
SC – LJC - Speed reduction Measures – Cllrs had already declined to join this scheme.
CAB – funding request – will deal with under finance later.
Receipt –ICO renewal – noted.
The Clerk magazine – noted.
The Localism Bill – Clerk had ordered a copy of this for each Cllr.
Emails:

1/11 National Energy Action


2/11 Oswestry Area Committee – s106 funds – Cllr Shineton confirmed that there were no funds available left from Bridgnorth District Council.
4/11 Pink Skips cardboard recycling – no site available to site a skip.
7/11 SC – Torch Relay (Olympics) – As the torch will pass through Cleobury Mortimer a meeting has been arranged for Friday 9th December at 7pm to discuss this, Cllrs encouraged to attend. There will be very little funding available for this so consideration should be given to including an amount in the precept for next year. It is hoped to ‘bus in’ children from the outlying primary schools and encourage them all to make banners/flags to wave.
7/11 Free training for festival organisers – noted.
8/11 Salt/grit spinner – will deal with under finance.
8/11 Complaint re: speeding Bagginswood road – Clerk had received a complaint regarding speeding traffic along the Bagginswood and the danger this is causing for horse riders. The complainant had also written to SC requesting signs/speed restrictions/cameras etc. but as signs had been ordered as part of the Country Treks planning condition they were reluctant to erect further signs. They had agreed that the signs should be at Prescott and then at Birchen Park but Cllrs felt that these were too far apart. Concern was also expressed that not all riders are wearing the florescent jackets. After discussions it was agreed that advice should be obtained from SC as to the positioning of these signs and Chairman will speak to Mrs Eddies-Davies as there is also a problem with a small part of a BW which prevents horses from using it.
8/11 FP6 report from Cllr Hamilton-Russell. Cllr Shineton will ask for an update on this.
8/11 Flood Forum notes – noted receipt.
10/11SC – kennels bridge tree removal – work completed – dealt with earlier.
11/11 SC – Communications survey letter – Clerk read this out and completed this.
11/11 Rural Services Network newsletter – noted receipt.
15/11 Came and Co Insurance company change of address – noted.
16/11 West Midland Low carbon economy Programme – Community Strand – mentoring. Cllr Shineton confirmed that there is to be a presentation on this in January.
17/11 SC – key messages from the Health Information event at Craven Arms 14/11 – noted.
18/11 SC – free tree scheme reminder – noted.
18/11 Street cleaning survey – clerk will complete and ask for a sweep of the Parish at least 3/4 times per year. Cllr Bunn confirmed that Bagginswood had been swept recently on more than one occasion.
18/11 ALC –Hinterland - Rural intelligence from behind the headlines – noted.
18/11 ALC – E.Bulletin – noted.

18/11 ALC – Flood and Water Management Act 2010 – consultation into ‘high risk reservoirs’ – no reservoirs in the Parish.
21/11 Rural Services Network newsletter – noted.
21/11 SALC – New Policy Briefing on NALC website – The Localism Bill – noted.
21/11 Wade Muggleton – tree issues in the parish – Cllr Hamilton-Russell confirmed that he had talked to Burwarton Estate who were aware of this and would be removing this shortly.
SC – letter confirming that PC could co-opt a further Cllr following the resignation of Cllr Griffiths.

Letter from MP confirming that a picture of the Queen is to be made available shortly for anyone wishing to purchase one as part of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations. MP also confirmed the 101 non emergency number which should be used for contacting the Police.

Letter of thanks from Cleobury Youth partnership for the donation given last month.

8)
SC: Delivering Local Priorities through partnership working/SAMDev document:

Chairman confirmed that SC Cllr Butler has requesting to attend a PC meeting to discuss this and had requested that he attend the December meeting. Deadline for comments is 1st January 2012 and the PC will miss out on any ‘goodies’ that might be coming if we do not comment.
Chairman thanked Cllr Parsons for her work on the Parish Plan survey and Cllr Barratt was also thanked for her help.
It was agreed to bring the Parish Plan comments forward.

11)
Parish Plan survey update:

Cllr Parsons pointed out that there was a low return rate to the survey but it was felt that this was ‘not bad’ as a starting point to update the Parish Plan and talked through the results.

Housing was not considered a priority from the results – from last parish Plan 6 houses at Chorley had been built.

It was suggested that SC should be asked to compulsory purchase the land by the Dr’s Surgery (car park) and the land below The Moon House with a view to mixed housing development i.e. low cost/shared ownership etc.
SAMDev document – no one appears to have this document but Cllr Shineton will obtain a further copy. Small industrial units like those at Cleobury Station which are very successful should be considered.

After discussions it was RESOLVED to call a meeting of the Parish Plan group – Cllr Parsons will arrange this and let everyone know for definite but hoped this would be Wednesday 7th December 8pm at Fighting Cocks. Cllrs Barratt, Abbiss, Barratt, Steed, Bunn, Shineton, Hamilton-Russell and Parsons will attend.

9)
Parish matters/problems:

 a) Parish problems:
State or road through the village was reported as getting worse. 

Bottom of Walton Bank/Bakers Bank water lying – clerk will ask Willowdene to cut grip to release water into brook.

Gate swinging out into road at the bottom of Walton Bank which is dangerous.

Branches sticking out into the road on Walton Bank – clerk will ask Willowdene to cut these back.

The Firs bungalow, Chorley – this appears to have been abandoned. Enforcement Officers/Police etc are aware of the situation.

Clerk confirmed that she had received a request from Miss J Yardley for the leaves to be cleared from outside her property as these were about 3’ deep and she was concerned that vehicles could skid on these if they are wet. Clerk had contacted S. Cllr Shineton regarding this and it was agreed that Willowdene should be asked to clear these via the Lengthsman Scheme, which they had done very quickly and Miss Yardley expressed her thanks to all concerned.
Cllr Shineton pointed out that if Cllrs knew of an elderly resident who needed help such as this or snow/ice being cleared from their paths then Willowdene should be asked. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk is authorised to deal with such circumstances without any previous authority from the PC. 
b) Parish Watch:
Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest as co-ordinator.

Cllr Hamilton-Russell confirmed the report of the car at Chorley and also the break in at Country Treks where a large number of saddles had been taken.

Police had reported a Ford Ranger pickup in the area but the registration was for a ‘transit’.

10)
Financial matters:
a) Outstanding payments:

Clerk’s fees - £xxx

Burial Grants – these had been reduced in the precept to £100 for Stottesdon/Sidbury and Chorley but after much discussions a vote was taken to reinstate these amounts to the previous year – 4 for and 4 against, Chairman used his casting vote and voted to reinstate to previous year.

Stottesdon PCC - £275

Sidbury PCC - £150

Chorley Baptist Church - £100

Willowdene account £120 - £100 + £20 VAT for grit spinner. RESOLVED to pay this cheque.

SALC account - £60. Cllr Abbiss had already paid her £20 to SALC; Cllr Barratt gave clerk cheque for £20 which left £20 for Clerk which PC had previously agreed to pay. It was RESOLVED to pay the cheque for £20.

 Diamond Jubilee coins – Clerk had checked with the suppliers and they have confirmed that any extra coins ordered after December will also be charged at the reduced rate plus carriage. It was RESOLVED to order 150 coins as previously agreed and a cheque will be signed.

Grass cutting account - £25 from John Griffiths for cutting the footpaths to the Church. RESOLVED to pay this cheque.

 Grit spinner (hand push for use of Willowdene on footpaths) – Clerk had requested a pro forma invoice for this but had not been received. It was RESOLVED to sign the cheque.

Citizens Advice Bureau – RESOLVED to pay £75 as last year.

All signatories were instructed to sign the cheques.

b) Income since last meeting:
Clerk confirmed this will be interest on deposit account but statement has not been received (quarterly).

c) Bank statement:
Clerk gave details and chairman signed the statement.

d) Precept:
Clerk had circulated details of the precept and suggestions for next year. The recent finance training session attending by Clerk and Councillors advised Councils not to set their precept until the end of January.

School project (Cllr Abbiss declared a personal interest) should also be considered when setting the precept as well as Playgroup.

It was RESOLVED that Cllrs look at the figures given and this will be dealt with at the December or January meeting.

e) Steering committee grant request – Shop:
Letter received from Chairman David Boultwood who had also given a verbal report earlier for £475 to set this up. After discussions it was RESOLVED to pay this amount (Clerk to check whether this is inclusive/exclusive of VAT) as the Council felt that it was of significant commensurate benefit to the parish that the Council financially assist the Village Shop (s137). Any further requests for funding should be directed to the LJC.

f) Chorley Family Playgroup:
The PC were aware that the Playgroup had recently been awarded £3500 from the LJC and also a further grant had been secured but as there were no quotes/full details of scheme it was RESOLVED that the Clerk should write back and ask for this information and also a copy of their accounts in order that the request could be considered.

Clerk pointed out that the Playgroup had also mentioned to her about providing the work bench as they had previously requested the PC for funding for but this had not been mentioned tonight.

11)
Parish Plan survey update:
Dealt with earlier.

12)
SALC report:
Cllr Abbiss declared a personal interest as Chairman of SALC.

Cllr Abbiss confirmed that she had been re-elected as Chairman of SALC for the forthcoming year.

Questionnaires had been sent out and 27 replies had already been received. There will be liaison at the end of the consultation with Parishes.

Comments from the AGM are being looked at.

Executive Committee are looking at the Constitution which will then go back to parishes.

Clerk received her 25 years service award and showed Councillors her certificate and engraved plate.
Telford and Wrekin are to enhance services provided, but parishes will have to fund enhancements by giving money back to Telford & Wrekin.
13) 
Shropshire Councillor’s report:
S. Cllr Shineton pointed out that most items had been covered throughout the meeting but confirmed that if anyone was interested in how to make iron then to go along to Acton Scott on 10th December.

Cllr Shineton asked if anyone was aware of accident at Punches corner as an offer had been made to contribute towards extra signage but SC had declined this. No one was aware of any accidents but Cllr Shineton will speak to the parishioner concerned who made the offer.

Cllr Shineton pointed out that she was not happy with the plans for the school as she could not see where the money would come from, any contribution from the PC would just be a ‘drop in the ocean’.

The cost of transport (£2000 this year) appeared far less than the purchase/running costs etc of a mini bus.

An extension on the school would also run into thousands. Cllr Abbiss confirmed that this would be a portacabin but this was not understood to be the case by Cllrs. 

Cllrs will have to wait for further details of the scheme from the school.

14)
Street Name signs:

Nothing further to report.

15)
Items for next agenda:
Precept

School

Playgroup

16)
Date of next meeting:

19th December 2011

There being no other business the meeting closed at 10.15pm.

Cheques written:
Mrs F Morris – salary - £xxx

J Griffiths - £25

Willowdene - £120

SALC - £20

Towermint – Jubilee coins – amount to be confirmed
Grit spinner - £210
CAB - £75

Stottesdon PCC - £275

Sidbury PCC - £150

Chorley Baptist Chapel - £100

These minutes were approved at the Parish Council meeting dated 28th November 2011. Any amendments are shown in red and have been initialled by Chairman.
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