
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held on Monday 21st December 2009 at 7.30pm in Chorley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), R Abbiss, J Davies, A Parsons, M Shineton and D Newsham (who both arrived late after attending a Local Joint Committee meeting).

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 1

00.
Parishioner’s time:

The parishioner present attended as he currently had a planning application for consideration by the Parish Council. He explained his proposals to the Parish Council.
01.
Apologies:

Cllrs R Griffiths (holiday), I Swain (ill), S Home (ill), D Walsh (work commitment) and Cllrs M Shineton and D Newsham who were at a LJC meeting and Shropshire Cllr G Butler (prior meeting). RESOLVED to accept apologies.

02.
Declaration of interests:
Cllr R Abbiss – declared personal interests in items 5a and 5d (connections through farming).
Cllr J Davies – declared personal interests in item 5b and 5c (client of equestrian centre) and 5e (friend of applicant) and declared a prejudicial interest in item 11c Playgroup Funding (committee member of Playgroup).
Cllr Hamilton-Russell – declared personal interests in items 5a, c and d (farming connections and neighbour).
03.
To confirm minutes of the last meeting held on 23rd November 2009:

Cllr Hamilton-Russell requested and amendment on page 567 item 00 ‘and’ changed to ‘are’ and on the same page ‘applicant’ changed to ‘resident’.
Cllr Abbiss confirmed that on page 570 item 5b it should read ‘s52’ not ‘s62’.

Following these amendments it was RESOLVED to accept the minutes.

04.
Matters arising from minutes:

a) Clerk’s progress report:

Notice Board:

Clerk has now had a verbal quote of £20 from Tim Preece to provide a small notice board on the bus shelter.  RESOLVED to accept the quote.

Highways:

Following a request Graham Downes has very kindly gritted the Chorley road today together with The Highlands and Sidbury.  They will be out again tomorrow doing the Loughton road and others in the Parish. Some potholes are being filled at the same time as gritting.
The footpath (dropped kerb) has not been rectified outside the Dr’s Surgery – Clerk will remind SC about this.

Dog fouling:

A resident who has complained several times about this problem has been visited by a Council Officer and made a statement.  The second resident (as per email complaint) has been unable to contact the person at the Council involved but confirms that there is a bad problem in Station road.

Bike rack:

Clerk notified resident that it is ok for her son to fasten his bike onto Cllr Davies’ gate or at the rear of Glebe Drive.

Newsletter:

Please let Clerk have any items a.s.a.p. for the next newsletter. 

As some of you may know Clerk assisted Highley PC at the beginning of this month and will be doing the January meeting. They require numerous pages printing of a document and Clerk refused to do this due to costs.  One Cllr has sent Clerk a cheque for £15 payable to the PC for the printing but Clerk is waiting to speak to SALC about it tomorrow. After discussions it was RESOLVED that the Clerk should return the cheque and wait for advice from SALC but although it was felt that the PC did not want to upset Highley PC this request was costly and time consuming for the Clerk.
Chorley Playgroup funding request:

Clerk has today talked to the Company and it is ok for the PC to place the order – all prices quoted in the catalogue are inclusive of VAT but the goods will not be posted until the cheque has cleared.  Will be dealt with under ‘finance’.
Community Engagement Statement:

Clerk had emailed this out to all Councillors after the amendments were made, as requested at the last meeting. Everyone agreed that this was ok.  John Ward also confirmed that it was ok but the PC should make sure that they monitor the control elements to make sure that it is always looking at ways to improve communications in the many varied ways available.

Certificates for Power of Well Being handed out to Councillors present. Clerk has also copied these as per advice received.

Reply read out from Chorley Village Hall regarding the Health and Safety Policy and the lock on the disabled toilet.  It was RESOLVED to accept comments.

The Firs, Billingsley Road, Chorley:

Email read from the Solicitor at Shropshire Council.  It was RESOLVED to write back asking if enforcement is to be taken if an appeal has not been lodged as it appears that the time available to appeal has now expired.

Litter bins:

Clerk read out email from SC and it was RESOLVED that the offer of one bin from the Council should be accepted and be placed by Chorley Village Hall.  Clerk will write back to SC asking them to contact Mrs C Tibbits regarding the siting of this bin.

Letter from Sam Hine, Shropshire Council regarding the closure of Chorley Broadplace.  It was RESOLVED that this matter should now be left for SC to deal with.

A query was raised as to where the money for the work of the P3 group came from. This was explained and the audit of these accounts was queried.  The PC were not aware that these accounts had to be audited but it was RESOLVED that the PC should write to the P3 group and ask that the accounts showing where the money has been spent in the Parish should be produced at the Annual Parish Meeting in April – a copy of the letter should also be sent to SC.
Reply read out from Mr Mark Dayus regarding the old PC website. It was RESOLVED to write back to Mark Dayus pointing out that if the website is to be used for any commercial activities that any link to the PC should be deleted to remove any suggestion that it is endorsed by the PC.
05.
Planning:

a) Prior notification of an agricultural building for the purpose of storage – Hardwicke Farm, Stottesdon.

Cllrs Abbiss and Hamilton-Russell declared personal interests.

There had been a site visit and Cllrs who attended could not see any problems with this.  RESOLVED to accept the plans.

b) Conversion of existing redundant cruck barn into residential dwelling – Lower Chorley Farm, Chorley.

There had been a site visit and it is obvious that unless something is done to this very old barn it will fall down.

It was noted that this would increase the number of dwellings on this site but it was felt that the plans were a great enhancement and links into the Parish Plan – ‘sensitive and appropriate diversification of farm buildings’. RESOLVED to accept the plans.
c) Internal and external alterations in connection with conversion of disused cruck barn into residential dwelling affecting a Grade II listed building – Lower Chorley Farm, Chorley.

These plans were considered to be very respectful of the agricultural value of the barn and considered very responsibly by the applicant. It was RESOLVED to accept the plans.

d) Erection of an agricultural grain store – Lower Overton Farm, Middleton Scriven.

Councillors had visited this site and could see no problems and RESOLVED to support this application.
e) Garage extension at Lamplight House, Stottesdon:

Councillors had visited this site and initial concerns were regarding how far this came to the corner of the highway/Pound Lane, but after looking at this it was felt that the extension would not cause any problems with visibility and RESOLVED to support the plans.
06:
Correspondence:

SC – Emergency Planning briefing 2nd February 2010 7pm Shirehall – no interest shown.

LJC Meeting – Kinlet Village Hall 13th January 2010 7pm (6.30pm for Police drop-in surgery) – Chairman pointed out that he is very concerned regarding the rally which went through Stottesdon.  It is understood that the Police were notified but they do not notify the Parish Council.  This will be raised at the next LJC meeting.

Emails forwarded:

26.11.09 – Sustainable Communities Act – noted receipt.

27.11.09 – Saturday Morning Bus service – Cleobury Mortimer/Bridgnorth via Stottesdon- noted receipt.

1.12.09 – Changes to waste collection during Christmas and New Year – noted receipt.

1.12.09 – Training events – Chairmanship and Councillors to ascertain interest in cluster events -RESOLVED that the PC is happy to join with other local PC’s.

SLCC Newsletter – noted receipt.

National Training Strategy On line survey – completed by several Councillors and Clerk.
SALC Constitutional Review group meetings – document to be sent out and Councillors encouraged making comments.

07: 
Precept:

As Cllrs Shineton and Newsham should arrive later it was RESOLVED to leave this item until they arrive.

08.
Cultural Strategy:

No comments, but deadline has now passed.
09.
Adoption of Power of Well Being:
As the Parish Council now fulfilled all the criteria for the use of this power it was RESOLVED that Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council adopt to use the Power of Well Being.

10.
Parish matters/problems:

a) Parish problems:

Dog mess: Clerk reported that a further email had been received regarding the problem in Station Road. It was RESOLVED to put another item/flyer in the next newsletter reminding everyone that there is a problem everywhere – fields/footpaths/roads etc.

Cllr Davies thanked the SC for the prompt gritting of the Chorley road following her call to the Clerk.

Northwood Lane – potholes and mud – the ditches are not open to take the water.  RESOLVED to ask the SC to push for this to cleaned.

Bold road – mud!

Large pothole outside Winterdyne.

b) Parish Watch:

Diesel taken from upper Northwood.

Telephone scams becoming a problem as are vans/pick up trucks etc visiting the farms looking for scrap etc.

c) Parish Plan:

Nothing further to report.

11.
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments: 
SALC training account - £80

SLCC subscription renewal - £106
Clerk’s fees – £xxx

Burial grants: Stottesdon PCC - £275

                      Sidbury PCC - £150


      Chorley Baptist Chapel - £100

RESOLVED to pay these cheques.

Bank statement – signed by Chairman.

b) Income since last meeting: Nil

c) Request for funding from Chorley Family Playgroup:

Cllr Davies declared a prejudicial interest as her son attends the playgroup, took no part in the discussion and left the room.

Clerk read out the letter and explained that she had been in touch with the Company who the Playgroup wished to order goods from who confirmed that the prices quoted are inclusive of VAT and that the PC can place the order and send a cheque and as soon as this is cleared the goods will be sent out.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk contact the Playgroup and ask which items they would like ordering to the value of £100+VAT (the PC can reclaim this).

12.
SALC report:

The last Area meeting was attended by several councillors where John Ward gave a presentation on ‘Councils as Employers’.  The next meeting in January will host ‘Homepoint’ as the speaker.

At a recent Executive meeting of SALC Cllr Abbiss had been elected as Vice Chairman for Shropshire (one also elected from Telford and Wrekin). There is to be lots of changes and the first part of a grant from SC (£35,000) has now been received and the other £35,000 will be received if all conditions are met.

Key Structures agreed at AGM and a constitution is due – to be agreed by 13th March.
07.
Precept:

It was RESOLVED to write to the Chorley Village Hall Committee and Willowdene asking for costs for room hire for next year.

It was RESOLVED to write to the school and ask which equipment they require the PC to have inspected in the annual inspection.

It was RESOLVED to precept for £14340.00 - see attached sheet.

13.
Shropshire Councillor’s report:

S. Cllr Madge Shineton reminded everyone of the LJC meeting at Kinlet Village Hall on 13th January when speeding; winter gritting and flooding problems will be discussed together with funding applications received.

14.
Extra car parking:

It was RESOLVED that due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed under item 14 the public and press shall be excluded under s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

See separate pink sheet.

15.
Items for next agenda:

Room hire charges

16.
Date of next meeting:

25th January 2010.

There being no other business the Chairman wished all present a Happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year and closed the meeting at 10.15pm.

Cheques written:
SALC - £80

SLCC - £106

Clerk’s fees - £xxx

Stottesdon PCC - £275

Sidbury PCC - £150

Chorley Baptist Chapel - £100

Signed: Chairman:





Date:

These minutes were approved at the Parish Council meeting on 25th January 2010.
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