



Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held in Chorley Village Hall on Monday 26th June 2017 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs H Barratt (Chairman), D Young, J Hill, D Ferguson, R Abbiss (arrived a little late)
Unitary Councillor M Shineton

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 2
0)
Public participation:

No parishioners present.

1)
Apologies for absence:

Apologies received from Cllrs S Allen (holiday), S Crawford (work), C Smith (appointment), R Abbiss (who may be a little late). Unitary Cllr G Butler. It was RESOLVED to accept these apologies.

2)
Declaration of Interests:

The Localism Act 2011, Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.  
Members are reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of member’s interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer.

Cllr Barratt declared an interest in item 6c as friend of the applicant.

3)
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 15th May 2017:

It was RESOLVED that these minutes be accepted as a true record and Chairman signed these accordingly.

4)
Matters Arising from the minutes:

(a) Progress report from Clerk:

Loan:

The money has been paid into the PC bank account less £25 admin charge.

Solicitors:

The sale is progressing with our Solicitors awaiting information from Ms Horton’s Solicitors.

Dog mess:

Email received back from Rachel Datlen confirming that the school will take up our offer later in the year as things appear to have ‘calmed down’ a bit since the posters have been put up.

Newsletter:

Deadline was last week but this has been extended to Wednesday due to only 1 item being received so far and Clerk has not had time to chase this due to other commitments.

(b) any other matters arising:
None.
5)
Broadband provision in Chorley Village Hall:
It was RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting (7.35pm) to allow Richard Bubb and Nick Heawood to speak about the Broadband provision at the village hall.

Richard Bubb thanked the Councillors for allowing them to speak and explained that despite there being a wide range of business deals there was only 3 to service the village hall.

1.  BT
£125 installation
£8 delivery
£35/month

Total annual cost £553.00

2. ID.net
£100 installation
£30.50/month

Total annual cost £446.00

3. Zen Internet
£45.83 installation
£30/month

Total annual cost £405.83

There had been a problem with obtaining quotes etc due to the village hall not having a postal address but this has now been done.

The Village Hall will be willing to install the socket/router etc but they cannot reclaim the VAT. Unlimited access could be provided for the Village Hall and Parish Council with these packages.

Nick Heawood queried going forward to year 2 who would pay for this?
Chairman thanked Richard and Nick for attending the meeting and the meeting was reconvened at 7.45pm.

After discussions it was RESOLVED that Richard Bubb makes enquiries regarding this account being set up in the Parish Council name then the VAT can be reclaimed and get back in touch with Clerk.
As funding had been obtained via a grant for the first year rental and set up costs then the PC would pay this and fund the second year through the precept.
 6)
Planning applications/permissions/refusals:

Applications:

a) Reference:  17/02282/OHL (validated: 12/05/2017)

Address:  Pickthorn Farm, Chorley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV16 6PU

Proposal:  Installation of new wood pole overhead line, to interconnect two existing electricity networks

Applicant: Freedom WSE (Mark Williams, Estates And Wayleaves Surveyor, 65 Walley's Drive, Basford, Newcastle, Staffordshire, ST5 0NG)

Although this application was across land at Pickthorn Farm it was nothing to do with Cllr Abbiss. It is understood that if there was any future problem with the electricity supply at Sidbury then with this work it could be re-routed through to Stottesdon.
It was RESOLVED to support this application.

b) Reference:  17/02507/TCA (validated: 24/05/2017) – see item 6d

Address:  4 Station Road, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8TT

Proposal:  To fell 1 No Beech Tree and 1 No Sycamore Tree within Stottesdon Conservation Area

Applicant: Mr David Parsons

A site visit had been held but Clerk pointed out that the application had been determined by SC before the PC meeting due to incorrect information of response dates being received from SC.
Cllrs who looked at the trees confirmed that they were the wrong trees planted in the wrong place and this view was echoed by Wade Muggleton out Tree Warden. It is a small garden with large trees taking away a lot of light.

It was noted that the trees would have been growing before the house was built.

c) Reference:  17/02508/TCA (validated: 24/05/2017)

Address:  5 Station Road, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8TT

Proposal:  To fell 1No Ash Tree within Stottesdon Conservation Area

Applicant: Mr Jeremy Mallard

Cllrs visited the site and confirmed that this was a large healthy tree but overshadowed the neighbour’s garden but felt that as the applicant had planted many trees in this garden then the application should be supported.

d) Decisions:

Reference:  17/02507/TCA (validated: 24/05/2017)

Address:  4 Station Road, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8TT

Proposal:  To fell 1 No Beech Tree and 1 No Sycamore Tree within Stottesdon Conservation Area

Decision:  No Objections

Letter from SC re this application. Noted.
e)  Any received after issue of the agenda:
Planning Notification only

 17/03049/AGR - Willowdene Farm - Proposal: Erection of general purpose building for the housing of livestock including, cattle, goats and ponies.

Clerk had received confirmation from the applicant that this will now require full planning permission.

7)
SALC report:
Cllr Abbiss asked Unitary Cllr Shineton to give a brief report.

· Presentation had been made by Energize and if any local cricket, football groups need funding then they can point them in the right direction.

· New Police Commissioner’s suggestion re: Police/Fire & Rescue merger had received enormous opposition as it is felt that Shropshire/Hereford/Worcs is well organised/funded/budgets in place but other areas are not so well funded.

8)
Unitary Councillor’s report:
Cllr Shineton reported on the following:

· Cleobury Mortimer Town Council is to look into producing a Neighbourhood Plan and will be asking through the LJC for comments re: electricity/water/roads/housing need etc.

· Presentation this morning – training/briefing by the Enablement Team. Vicky Turner our Officer can be commissioned to put together action/business plan but we would have to pay.

· Cleobury Mortimer CCTV is really good with plans to extend this to skate park etc.

· Public Transport 2L bus – buses considered dangerous with one setting on fire recently.

· Elected on Planning Committee and Vice Chair of Scrutiny Panel.

· Hospitals/health/Midwife Led Units explained briefly – National review to be carried out.
9)
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments: 

Clerk’s salary/expenses (bank transfer) - £xxx

HMRC PAYE - £106.22

Clerk’s expenses - £129.35 – bank transfer with salary

Cleobury IT Solutions - £79.60 – bank transfer

Chorley Village Hall - £240

It was RESOLVED that these accounts are paid by cheque or bank transfer.

Any other accounts received after issue of the agenda – none.
b) Income since last meeting – 44p interest May and 48p interest June on deposit account and £44975.00 PWL in current account.
c) Bank statement: Produced and initialled by Cllr Young.
d) Asset Register: Clerk pointed out that this needed updating and the insurance company had suggested obtaining quote to rebuild bus shelter and also researching up to date values for current bus shelter etc. contained on our register. Clerk will look at this before next meeting.
e) Audit: 
Internal Auditor Val Hill sent the following report:

This examination has been based on the following method:  The Audit Commission lists eleven areas in its Section 4 of the Annual Return which should be tested and covered in the examination.  The “Governance and Accountability in Local Councils Practitioners’ Guide” provides specific guidance on accounting procedures.  Based on this, a number of audit checks have been defined and applied for each of these areas and the results have formed the basis of discussions held with the Parish Clerk to confirm accounting practice.  This year I have not used the written cash book as the basis of examination.  Instead I have used the excel spreadsheet as this is adequate for audit purposes.
I am pleased to advise the Council that again this year I have not found any accounting errors on which to report.  I am also pleased to see that the Budget Schedule is continuing to be used as intended, as part of the process to manage the budget and determine the next years’ precept. Although it was planned this year to extend this work by introducing and building up the three year forecast of revenue, capital receipts and payments, because of the Parish Clerk’s health problems this has not been pursued.  However, now the Clerk is on the road to recovery, it is my intention to take this forward again with the Clerk, to aid the Council in their medium term financial planning and provide the evidence to secure increases to the precept over time to fund projects planned for the future. 

It is also noted that payments are now being made online, initially for the clerk’s salary and in future, for general expenditure.  The Standing Orders need to be checked, and amended if necessary to accommodate this change, and the Risk Assessment should show the actions taken to mitigate the risk.  A receipt for all payments made should be printed out and retrospectively signed by a councillor as authorisation.

Finally, the position of the Clerk’s gratuity payments which have already accumulated needs to be clarified and agreed with the Clerk.  Although it is noted that the Clerk has opted out of the current

Nest Pension Scheme, previous provisions still need to be regularised.  I expect this to be done as soon as possible.

As usual, I would like to thank Freda for her time and committed participation in the examination.  She continues to show a real determination and the relevant competency as the RFO to enable the Council to fully meet its financial obligations.

Councillors were happy to accept the suggestions made by the Internal Auditor and Clerk will instigate these.

Annual Governance Statement 2016/17:
Clerk read out the questions and these were answered by all Councillors and it was RESOLVED that the Chairman and Clerk sign the form.

f) Fox and Hounds car park update:
Clerk confirmed that emails had been exchanged with the Solicitor and it was RESOLVED that the documents are put in the name of the Chairman and Clerk on behalf of the Parish Council.

g) Lengthsman Scheme grant: 

This has been approved but the money not yet transferred into the bank.
10)
Parish matters/problems 

a) Parish problems:

· To consider footpath outside Pound Patch – Councillors agreed to support this request once again and Clerk will email Alice Dilly at SC.

· Complaint New Road, Chorley (update): Clerk confirmed that she had numerous complaints regarding mud on the road at Chorley – CSO Liam Jones attended and confirmed that he did not consider the situation dangerous at the time but this would be monitored by residents and notify Clerk if the situation worsens.

· Road closures: Confusion regarding ‘road closed’ signs at Billingsley chipping bed and Rays Farm Bridge but road was only closed outside Ebenezer Cottage, Chorley due to a burst water main. SC and in discussions with Severn Trent regarding this.

· Pickthorn Lane potholes.

· Potholes marked with yellow lines at Moon House bank and around the parish.

 b) Parish Watch:

Cllr Young confirmed that Brian Hamilton-Russell had given him the email address for PC Ann O’Leary and Clerk will let Cllr Young have the window stickers at the next meeting.

11)
Correspondence:  

Emails forwarded include: to be taken ‘as read’ unless comments made.
SALC Bulletins

Alterations to the electoral register

Community School Governor Representative – Stottesdon Primary School: Clerk had received numerous emails from Rev Mark Daborn and Katie Jones regarding this and Katie asked that if the PC could not supply a representative then she could advertise to the wider community. Cllr Barratt offered to fill this position and Councillors RESOLVED that the Clerk should notify the School and Rev Daborn of this.
Stottesdon School – provision of defibrillator: School asked if there was a defibrillator in Stottesdon and Clerk confirmed ‘no’. Clerk will look into prices for this.
Stottesdon School – dog mess. Dealt with under matters arising.
Cleobury Country - NEW COURSE!! - Facebook Business, Facebook Ads & Instagram for Business.- 27th November

SALC - Healthwatch Stakeholder Event 17 July

SALC - Town and Parish Council Forum meeting agenda - Tuesday 27th June

SALC - Be a Better Councillor training  -  7th July 2017, 9.30am - 4pm at Dawley Town Hall, Dawley, Telford TF4 3JR   and 7th September 2017, 9.30am - 4pm at Shirehall, Shrewsbury

New building – Harcourt Lane. Clerk confirmed that she had talked to SC and it appears that the PC request to move this down the field in line with Mr Datlen’s building had been supported.
Any other correspondence received after issue of agenda:
New data for your area has been published on Police.uk.

Tina Ranson - NOTES FROM COCO MEETING LAST NIGHT

QUESTIONS ABOUT COCO INFORMATION/RECRUITMENT MEETING

1. I am looking at booking this event for either Thursday 14th September, or Thursday 21st September.
Does anyone have any particular preferences or a date they cannot do.

2. I was thinking afternoon:  either starting at 2.00 or starting at 3.00

Again, what are your thoughts, and I will go with the majority opinion.

3. Shall we use some money from our £100 fund to pay for a cup of tea? Shall we push the boat out and include a piece of cake for those attending?

Clerk asked if anyone could attend the meeting then to go along.

12)
Date of next meeting:
 24th July 2017.

Clerk asked if the August meeting could be rearranged as she would now not be available as the meeting was a week earlier due to the Bank Holiday.  It was RESOLVED to hold this meeting on Tuesday 29th August.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.20pm.

CHEQUES WRITTEN:

HMRC PAYE - £106.22

Clerk’s fees – bank transfer

Clerk’s expenses - £129.35 – bank transfer with salary

Cleobury IT Solutions - £79.60 – bank transfer

Chorley Village Hall - £240

Signed: Chairman
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