
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council

 Parish Council meeting held on Monday 25th June 2012 at 7.30pm in Chorley Village Hall. 

Present: Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), A Parsons, R Bunn, T Casswell, R Abbiss, D Walsh,

M Shineton.

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 0

0)
Public participation:

No public present.

1)
Apologies for absence:

Cllrs H Barratt (business), S Steed (holiday). RESOLVED to accept the apologies.

2)
Declaration of Interests:

“To receive declarations of Interest of personal and prejudicial interest on any item on the agenda in accordance with Section 50-52 of the Local Government Act & The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) England Order 2001”.

	Name
	Personal
	Prejudicial

	
	
	

	Cllr B Hamilton-Russell
	10b Parish Watch
	

	Cllr R Abbiss
	7 SALC report
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


3)
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 22nd May, 2012:

It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes. These were duly signed by the Chairman.

4)
Matters Arising from the minutes:

a)  Progress report:

Printer:

Following the last meeting Clerk had made enquiries about an A3 printer and PC World have a HP7500A at £149.99 – this price compares favourable from other suppliers.

Clerk can also get a Brother A3 printer ranging from £79 - £179.99 from Staples/Viking/Ryman Stationery.

PC World also has a higher spec Brother machine on offer at £149.99 (half price) but it is much bigger than the HP.

Clerk understands that the HP model will not be as economical as the one used at present.

Clerk can pay with a business cheque at PCWorld and the insurance is £32 for 3 years instant replacement. Obviously will also need to purchase ink cartridges.

PC World will accept a PC cheque as long as Clerk does not sign it until at the shop as the PC has an account with them.

Cartridges prices are: £25.99 black XL and £9.99 each colour XL.

After discussions Clerk handed the paperwork to Cllr Casswell who would look at the specifications etc and email the Clerk tomorrow morning with his recommendations. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk goes ahead and purchase whichever printer is suitable and also purchase ink cartridges and necessary paper.

Lengthsman Scheme:

Clerk confirmed that Matt at Willowdene was asked last week if they could cut verges on junctions and remove any debris which might have been washed over drains etc during the storms. Clerk also asked Councillors if they knew of any areas which need attention to let her know and she will pass this on to Willowdene.

The grass bank at Station Road needs cutting and to check on the possible growth of Hogweed, which will need pulling out. Grass bank opposite School needs cutting as these are 2 prominent areas in the village.   

Concern expressed regarding the untidy state outside the Village Hall. It was RESOLVED to write to the committee and ask if this could be tidied up.

Internal Audit:

This had been completed and everything was ok. A couple of minor questions asked which Clerk had answered (missing pay slip/VAT on cheque for Plunkett Foundation should have been recorded as total and not split with the VAT element shown in the accounts as this cannot be reclaimed. Val Hill confirmed that she will be happy to carry on again next year. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk writes to thank Val Hill for the work carried out.

b) Bus shelter update:
Clerk had circulated email received from Chorley Village Hall Chairman. It was RESOLVED to invite Matt Johnson from SC down to Chorley to look at possible sites. Clerk would email Cllrs when a date had been fixed.
c) Any other matters arising:
None.

5)
Planning applications: 

a) Erection of agricultural building for feed/machinery storage and lambing shed – Willowdene 

Farm, Chorley – App.no: 12/02355/FUL:
This application was fully supported by Councillors.

b) Works to trees within Stottesdon Conservation Area – The Rectory, Stottesdon – App.no: 12/02506/TCA

This application was fully supported by Councillors.

c) any others received after issue of the agenda:
No further plans received but notifications received for ‘information only’ for the following:
12/02597/AGR – Erection of portal framed livestock building – Pickthorn Farn, Chorley (Clerk advised Cllr Abbiss that this item was not being discussed and felt that she did not need to leave the room as the letter was ‘information only’). All agreed.
12/02423 – Erection of an agricultural building – Stanley Farm, Chorley
d) Planning permissions/refusals:
As circulated on weekly planning list.

6)
Shropshire Councillor’s report:
Shropshire Cllr Shineton commented on the following:

· New Code of Conduct

· British Gas scheme re: wall insulation (suggest this is put in the newsletter).
· LJC meeting update given.
· Ambulances not touching response time targets.

· Future configuration of Hospitals.

· Grants for Community Groups.

· SC to set up Company limited by guarantee – Cllr Shineton to sit on as a ‘shareholder’. Services will be offered to other organisations such as Police/Health etc.

Chairman thanked Cllr Shineton for her report.

7)
SALC Report:
Cllr Abbiss declared a personal interest as Chairman of SALC.

Cllr Abbiss asked if Cllrs felt that the weekly bulletins were useful rather than sending out individual emails – agreed these are helpful.

Ball with dinner etc is being held at Wroxeter Hotel on 26th October – tickets limited.

Nominations required for Chairman of the Area Committee – RESOLVED that Cllr Abbiss be nominated, nomination papers signed.
Area committee meeting tomorrow evening at Bridgnorth Town Council offices – speaker Andrew Williamson – SamDev. 
Chairman thanked Cllr Abbiss for the report.
8)
Financial matters: 

a) Accounts to be paid: 
Clerks salary - £xxx

Clerks expenses - £150.32 

RESOLVED to pay these cheques

b) Audit Return completion:
Clerk provided each Councillor with a copy of the Annual return and read out the questions on section 2 for members to confirm. All questions were confirmed by Councillors. It was RESOLVED to accept the Annual Return and Chairman and Clerk were authorised to sign this.

c) Internal Auditor’s report:
This was read out to Councillors and confirmed that no problems had been found. RESOLVED to accept this report.

d) Bank Statement:
This was accepted and initialled by Chairman.

e) Income received since last meeting:

 VAT return refund

f) New printer:
As previously discussed it was RESOLVED that a cheque is signed for the Clerk to go ahead and purchase a printer and necessary ink/paper etc.
9)
Correspondence (including emails forwarded to Councillors):

SC – FP6 – Public Path Diversion Order 2010 – Bakehouse Lane, Chorley – this will be put onto website.
Emails: (all noted as received – comments made where applicable)
22/5 – ALC Information Bulletin

22/5 – ALC – Draft Code of Conduct for Parishes 
25/5 – Came and Co receipt for insurance

25/5 – Weekly planning list

25/5 – ALC Information Bulletin

28/5 – Rural Services Network (RSN) newsletter

30/5 – ALC Code of Conduct – Councillors had read through this documents and Clerk explained that this needed to be adopted to take effect from 1st July 2012 and that if the PC agreed SC had offered to include the PC name on the legal advertisement confirming that the Code had been adopted.
It was RESOLVED that the Code of Conduct be adopted with effect from 1st July 2012 and that the Clerk confirms this was SC and agrees to add the PC name to their advertisement. Chairman endorsed the bottom of the Code confirming that the Code of Conduct had been adopted by the PC. Clerk also reminded Councillors to complete the Pecuniary Interest forms sent out and return to SC within 28 days.
1/6 – Weekly planning list

5/6 – Working with Shropshire Council

6/6 – RSN newsletter

8/6 – Weekly planning list

8/6 – Celebrate Britain’s Special Summer – Community Games

11/6 – RSN newsletter

13/6 – RSN – 2012 Rural Insight survey

15/6 – Weekly planning list

15/6 – Cleobury & Rural LJC – British Gas Initiative

15/6 – Natural Environment Tree Scheme and Jubilee Planting programme. After discussions it was suggested that the PC plant an Oak tree to replace the dead one at the top of New Road, Chorley and also put a plaque to commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk will write to Matt Home for permission to plant the tree at the appropriate time.
15/6 – ALC information Bulletin

18/6 – RSN newsletter

18/6 – ALC Letter for parishes – Code of Conduct – dealt with earlier.
19/6 – TCPS Conference: creating garden cities and suburbs – planning for growth.
Cllr Shineton reported that an email sent out today from Emma Buckingham re: Severn Trust/River Rea needed representation from the PC. A meeting is being arranged and the date will be confirmed a.s.a.p. There is a problem in the Milson area with a backlog of trees. Burwarton and Shakenhurst Estates are involved.

10)
Parish matters/problems
 a) Parish problems:
· Large pothole close to Moon House – stones are all coming out of this.

· Pothole near to Neen Farm on Bagginswood/Six Ashes road.

· Numerous potholes between Prescott Farm/Walton Farm following on from the appalling state of Oreton bank road.

· Potholes either side of old railway line on Hinton/Loughton road.

· Burnt Pitt bank pothole.

· When will work commence on Brooksmeeting and road through Stottesdon village?

· Pickthorn Lane towards Duddlewick – road surface failing.

· Pothole reported near to The Highlands last month was filled in roughly but this had come out within hours.

· Potholes appearing round drain on main Bridgnorth road towards Spring Cottages Bank (not our parish but Clerk will report this).

· Grass verges need cutting – reported that work had started.

· Spouting on bus shelter needs replacing – ask Willowdene to repair/replace this.

Concern and dissatisfaction was expressed regarding the quality of pothole repairs as some are only lasting 24 hours.

Invite Andy Oliver to come and meet with Councillors to look at problems in the parish as many outstanding problems are deteriorating badly.
b) Parish Watch:
Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest as Co-ordinator.

Chairman reported that there had been 5 burglaries in 2012 + 3 in 2011 + 4 in 2010 in the parish and also reported a left hand drive purple vehicle outside his property claiming to be lost and trying to sell a ring in order to buy petrol to get them to Manchester. Registration fed into Police but this could not be traced.

c) Parish Plan update:
Clerk had to hand the ‘summary’ copies kindly printed by Cllr Barratt. Copies will be delivered with the newsletters to Heath Farm Meats, Duck Inn, Fighting Cocks, Dr’s Surgery and Church. Full reports etc have been put onto the website – details will be put in the newsletter.
Full documents should be sent to Michael Hyatt and Stuart Thomas and Julia Baron (Community Council).

Cllr Parsons had contacted SC regarding the Housing Needs survey but was still waiting to hear back.

Meeting arranged and Councillors notified of date.

11)
Jubilee coins update:
Clerk reported that the majority of the coins had been distributed but will put some with the newsletters for delivery at the same time. 

Clerk confirmed that Tower Mint can still supply these and they have agreed to the PC buying these at the same price plus the delivery charge and a £10 surcharge for orders less than 50. It was RESOLVED that an item be put in the newsletter asking for names of anyone interested in purchasing further coins.

12)
Date of next meeting:

23rd July 2012 – Cllr Bunn tendered his apologies as he will be away.
Cheques written:

Mrs F Morris - £xxx salary

Mrs F Morris - £150.32 expenses which also includes ‘working from home’ allowance.

PC World cheque - £295.70
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.25pm.

Signed:   Chairman




Date:

These minutes were approved at the meeting on July 23rd 2012.
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