
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held in Chorley Village Hall on Monday 22nd September 2008 at 7.00pm.
Present: Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), M Shineton, R Abbiss, J Davies, D Newsham, I Swain,

P Martin.

Clerk: Mrs F Morris
Parishioners: 2

0. 
Public participation:
Chairman asked parishioners if they had anything else they would like to bring to the attention of the Council other than the speed limits – no.

00.
Village Speed limit:
The 2 parishioners present pointed out that vehicles did drive fast up through the village and also asked for Mrs Tina Neale’s support of the speed limit to be noted.

Before the Parish Council meeting was opened the Chairman explained to parishioners present the possibility of introducing a 30mph speed limit in Stottesdon.  Average speeds adjacent to Glebe Drive had been recorded as 24 and 24.6mph which are below the recommended 30mph.  It was also explained that there would be repeater signs but no red tarmac, flashing signs etc were planned.
Cllr Abbiss pointed out that a parishioner had been to see her and said that this had all been introduced in Burwarton with loads of signs and it was not working and objected to having a speed limit in Stottesdon with all extra signs.

Clerk had received an email from the School supporting a speed limit of 30 or even 20mph by the school.

After further discussions it was agreed to support the introduction of a 30mph speed limit and a working party would be set up to walk the roads and have a look at where signs could be erected (using existing signs if possible). Clerk would write to SCC accepting their offer.  The working party would consist of Helen Bond, Rosemary Abbiss, Jacky Davies, Diane Newsham – this would also be included in the newsletter and invite anyone else who was interested.

Parish Council meeting opened:

1.
Apologies: Cllr J Griffiths (wedding preparations) - approved. Letter of resignation received from Cllr Meddings – this was accepted due to ill health.  Clerk would write and thank Cllr Meddings for her service and also notify BDC of the vacancy.

2.
Declaration of interests:

Personal interests:

Cllr Martin items 4 and 6 – County Councillor Local area, Cllr Davies item 5a (friends of applicant), 5b and 5c (neighbours to applicants), Cllr Newsham – bark on school field (Secretary of FOSPS and also parent of pupil), Cllr Hamilton-Russell item 8b –Parish Watch co-ordinator, Cllr Abbiss – school play equipment – school governor.
3.
To confirm minutes of meeting held on 18th August 2008. 
These were proposed as a true record by Cllr Abbiss, seconded by Cllr Shineton.  All agreed, Chairman signed the minutes.

4.
Matters arising from minutes:

a) Clerk’s progress report: 
Clerk confirmed that following the correspondence with Shropshire Waste Partnership                     Mr Scholefield telephoned and suggested that instead of an exchange of letters that he attends a PC meeting to answer any queries.  Clerk had accepted his offer for the October meeting.  All agreed.


Bark on school field:

Cllr Newsham declared a personal interest as Secretary to FOSPS and also parent of pupil and Cllr Abbiss declared a personal interest as School Governor.
Clerk confirmed that following the risk assessment results indicating that the bark was not the correct depth enquiries had been made with Downes Timber and the Inspector.  It appears that although this has been topped up on a regular basis the actual depth is not correct.  The Inspector suggested that it probably only needs raking up to comply.  Downes Timber quote was in the region of £300 and this has been conveyed to the school.  The Head would like to know if the PC would pay for this.

The Head also asked if the PC would take on the maintenance of the climbing frame as she does not allow the children to play on this during school time as she considers it too high.  Clerk confirmed that she had checked this out with the Inspector who confirmed that the area under the frame for children falling is correct.

After discussions it was agreed that Clerk should write to the school pointing out that the PC would continue to pay for the inspection and risk assessment but felt that as the FOSPS paid for the play equipment then the responsibility of the maintenance should fall on them.  It was also suggested that FOSPS be asked for a ‘working party’ of parents to ‘rake up’ the bark in order to comply with the risk assessment.  This was proposed by Cllr Abbiss, seconded by Cllr Martin and agreed by all.

b) Planning Inspectorate :

Letter received confirming that the date for the FP enquiry for Lower Chorley Farm was planned for the 25th February 2009 and confirmation of the PC’s acceptance was required.   All agreed.

c) BDC – Enforcement Officer:

Reply received confirming that there was no breach in planning at Prescott Farm but there is at The Wheelwrights – an application subsequently received.

d) Shropshire Bus:

This new bus arrived at Stottesdon and was visited by a few parishioners.  It was unclear whether the present services to Kidderminster and Bridgnorth would continue and the staff manning the bus was asked to clarify this and let Clerk have information for the newsletter.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to SCC and ask regarding the continuation of the present services.

e) Shropshire Waste Partnership reply:

Dealt with earlier.

5.
Planning applications:

a) Erection of a garden shed – Churchill Downs, Stottesdon.  App. No:FUL/08/0618
Cllr Davies declared a prejudicial interest as friend of applicants.
A site visit had been made and Cllrs could see no problem with this shed which would enable the applicants to store equipment safely and to cut down on the spate of theft in the rural areas.  All agreed to support this application.
b) Erection of a two storey side extension – The Wheelwrights, Stottesdon.  App. no:FUL/08/0571
Cllr Davies declared a personal interest as neighbours of the applicants.
A site visit had been made and whilst Cllrs accepted that this was a retrospective application could see no reason to refuse this as the refurbishment was within the footprint (although higher) of the original, it was an enhancement.  All agreed to support.
c) Retention of pole barn for agricultural storage – Ginny Hole, Stottesdon.  App.no: FUL/08/0552
Cllr Davies declared a personal interest as neighbours of applicants.

A site visit had been made and Cllrs confirmed that this could not be seen by neighbours and felt that this should be supported as this was a very lucrative business supporting and employing local people and was important to the local economy.  All agreed to support.
d) Internal and external alterations – Lower Chorley Farm, Chorley. App. No: App/LBC/08/0617
This application was supported and Clerk was asked to note in the comments to BDC that listed buildings should be allowed to change with a sympathetic progression of sensible alterations to enable them to be brought up to modern day standards.  All agreed to support.
e) Stables at Jasmine Cottager, High Green, Chorley.  App. No: App/FUL/08/0658
As Cllrs had not been able to make a site visit as plans had only just been received it was decided to hold these plans over until the next meeting.  Clerk will write to BDC.

Planning permissions: Extension at Churchill Downs, Stottesdon.

6.
Correspondence:

To note receipt:

Acknowledgment of borrowing approval application.

Shropshire Council: Independent Policy commission-Primary School organisation.

Shropshire Waste Partnership – Introduction of recycling and alternative week collections.
Shrewsbury/Telford Hospital NHS Trust AGM 25/9/08.

SLC C AGM 18/10/08 – Reading, Berks.

BDC – Funding update (August).

BDC – TOP Sports After School Sessions.

Clerk and Council’s Direct magazine.

NHS – Developing Health and Health Care – information distributed to Cllrs.

Southern Area Partnership Newsletter.

CLG – Borrowing Approval letter re: Glebe Drive parking scheme. A piece will be put in the next newsletter regarding the scheme in order that all parishioners are aware of the costs involved.
Chorley Village Hall – hire rate increase and also confirmation that the filing cupboard has been moved to the old kitchen and can stay until notified otherwise.

For reply:

SALC AGM November 15th – The Lord Hill, Shrewsbury 9.30am-4pm – bookings for next meeting.
SALC Training – Powers and Functions – Shirehall 7th October 7-9pm.  Clerk and Cllr Abbiss will attend.

Clerk was asked once again to write to SALC and ask for training to be brought out here.

It was also pointed out that when the ‘Power of Well Being’ is finalised 80% of Councillors and Clerk

need to be trained in this before the power can be used.

BDC – Public Telephone Boxes – the deadline for applying to buy these has been extended to 1st November.  After discussions and Clerk read out email from Mr Bubb confirming that the residents were not interested in retaining the one in Bakehouse Lane due to the maintenance costs etc, it was agreed to leave this and not apply to purchase this.

West Mercia Police Combined Equality Scheme – ignore!

Cllr Meddings resignation due to ill health – dealt with earlier.
Email from Mrs Reynolds Clerk to Burwarton, Billingsley re: Winterburn Bridge. Concern was once again expressed regarding the expense to provide the temporary bridge and many people felt that this was an adequate bridge and should be left.
Cllr Shineton pointed out that the PC had pushed for this bridge to be opened and a site meeting was held and a temporary solution was agreed.  She felt that if the engineers say that this is only ‘temporary’ then the PC should accept this.

Cllr Swain felt that considering the comments the worst case would be the bridge being washed away and this is not what the PC would want. Health and Safety has to be considered.
It was agreed that the Clerk should write to SCC and ask for Officers/Engineers come to a meeting and explain to parishioners the costs and reasons for this structure only being ‘temporary’.  

7.
Housing report:

Cllr Shineton had been asked to read this document through and read through some comments that the PC ought to make.  It was agreed that Cllr Shineton will email comments to Clerk to forward round to everyone to read and then make any comments they would like before Clerk send a reply.
8.
Parish matters/problems:

a) Parish problems:

Prescott drainage – Clerk read email from Cllr Griffiths.  Cllr Shineton pointed out that the pipes diminish in size and many years ago a scheme was drawn up by Grant Lester taking the drainage out into the brook across the field opposite Prescott Mill. It was suggested that the Clerk writes to Mr Rutherford with copies to G. Downes, B. Bennett, J. Everall pointing out that this scheme should be somewhere ‘in their files’.

Speeding vehicles along the Harcourt road reported again.

Japanese Knotweed – Clerk pointed out that this was being dealt with by the owner.

Walton Bank hedge – at the Let’s Talk meeting held at Highley the question was asked about the height of roadside hedges and it is understood that enforcement action can be taken to make the landowner reduce the height.
Mud on the road between Upper/Lower Northwood and is considered dangerous.
Clerk pointed out that during the recent floods Graham Downes had spent a lot of time in our Parish releasing water off the roads etc and suggested that a letter of thanks should be sent – All agreed.

It was agreed that the Lengthsman Scheme should be ‘pulled together’ and a scheme drawn up with Willowdene Farm and Cllrs Hamilton-Russell, Shineton, Griffiths and Clerk will get together to do this.

Barriers down on Roman Bridge at Prescott.

b) Parish Watch:

Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest as co-ordinator
Farlow and Oreton are now ‘up and running’ – concern expressed regarding the amount of theft going on.

c) VDS update:

Nothing further top report.

9.
Glebe Drive project/finance:

The finance is now needed and Cllr Shineton proposed that as borrowing approval had been granted that the application for £8000 over 10 years to the Public Works Loan Board should be sent in by Clerk with Chairman’s signature, if required.  This was seconded by Cllr Martin.  All agreed.
10.
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments:  
Clerk’s expenses - £xx – proposed by Cllr Shineton, seconded by Cllr Davies to pay this account.  All agreed.
SALC account for training – proposed by Cllr Davies, seconded by Cllr Shineton to pay this account.  All agreed.
Clerk’s October salary - £xxx - proposed by Cllr Shineton, seconded by Cllr Newsham to pay this.  All agreed.
b) Income since last meeting:

Precept - £6500.

c) Quarterly bank reconciliation:

Budget reconciliation – circulated to members.  Proposed to accept document by Cllr Shineton, seconded by Cllr Newsham.  All agreed.
11.
SALC report:

Clerk had circulated several documents to Cllrs with the agendas.

Area Committee new secretary is our own Clerk.  Next meeting will be Thursday at BDC Offices when the Vision for the Future of SALC will be discussed.

12.
District Councillor’s report:

D. Cllr Shineton pointed out that no appeals had been made regarding the refusal of the change of use from agricultural to gardens in Bakehouse Lane and enforcement action is to be issued.

The Firs – now into the other 6 months period for rental – expires in January.
Yew Tree Farm – very last chance has been given.

Houses due to be started in Chorley in early October, with allocation in June next year.

Cllrs also had details of Arts Alive, SALC training, Doctor’s Surgery additional services, £11m in grants available through BDC re: solar panels, Rural regeneration funding streams, offices for small businesses at eco park Ludlow, Grass Roots grants re: Youth Club.

13.
County Councillor’s report:

C. Cllr Martin thanked the representatives who attended the Let’s Talk meeting at Highley attended by over 60 people.  The usual issues were raised: highways, etc.  

Cllr Shineton expressed her concern regarding the Police.

14.
Items for next agenda:

Plans

Personnel Committee meeting date.

15.
Date of next meeting:

27th October

There being no other business the meeting closed at 10.00pm.

CHEQUES WRITTEN:

Mrs F Morris - £xxx  expenses

Mrs F Morris - £xxx – October salary

SALC - £100

Signed:             Chairman




Date:
These minutes were approved at the Parish Council meeting 27th October 2008.
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