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Annual Report April 2016 - March 2017

Our WI has had another successful year.  We attracted several new members and membership this year stands at 22.  We are  very diverse and friendly group drawing on women from all age groups, backgrounds and interests.  We get together every month with a themed meeting and also support a craft and chat community and lunch club.  We organise an annual trip for our members and our Christmas dinner is always a very enjoyable social occasion hosted at one  of the excellent public houses our Area boasts.  In 2016 we had a splendid visit to the Half Penny Green vineyard where we had a tour, tasting and an evening meal.  We have a mystery event planned for 2017.  

Our programme during the year included an open meeting with Dr Mark Baldwin on code breaking and the real story around the Enigma machine.  This year in 2017 we held our open meeting in March with a fascinating account from John Swift on his experience filming the BBC TV series, The Victorian Bakers.  We were delighted to welcome many visitors to the event which included very tasty sweet and savoury refreshments.  

We have a new President and Secretary as Stef Bryan stood down,  anticipating her move to Portugal.  We thank Stef for her friendship and great work in setting our WI's relaxed and friendly style.  Marian Wooton our  Secretary also stood down, but continues to support our committee.  Thank you to Marian for her work and guidance and continued contribution.  Helena Hale who lives in Oreton has taken on the role of President and Laura Grey, from Bagginswood is our new Secretary.  They are supported  by a strong and active committee, which includes Clare Tibbets as Programme Co ordination and Noreen Datlen as Treasurer.  

We are members of the National Federation of WIs which gives us access to national events and campaigns.  We welcome and actively encourage all women in our communities to join us for fun, friendship, learning, mutual support and kindness.  
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